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Welcome Back to the Mason County Garden Club Newsletter!

The newsletter is BACK after a year’s hiatus with a new editor, Violet Buss. After volunteering to
“help”, Vi has agreed to become its editor and will be planning the newsletter along with Diane Davis,
who is doing all the final setup and graphics, and input from Dawn Rollenhagen and Sue Ann Hanson.
We welcome input from ALL our members, old and new because our members are what make our
newsletter, and our club, what it is. Please send Vi articles, photos, or even your favorite recipe!

Scheduled Events of Special Interest to Our New Members:

New Member’s Tea
Tuesday, May 16, 2-4 p.m.

Please join us to learn even more about the Garden Club and to share refreshments and Fellowship.
Everyone is welcome!!

Mentorship: All new members will be assigned a mentor to guide and learn about the Goals and
work that our club does.

MASON COUNTY GARDEN CLUB EVENTS/FIELD TRIPS:

SOCIAL POTLUCK AND GARDENING TOOL
Dawn Rollenhagen, Pres. MCGC

Thursday, March 23 at 1:00 pm

United Methodist Church

5810 Bryant Rd. Ludington
Refreshments Followed By Business Meeting

PLANTS FOR THE NEW SEASON

Bobbie Clingan, Owner, The Giving Tree in Ludington and Associate Member of MCGC
Thursday, April 27 at 1:00 pm

United Methodist Church

5810 Bryant Rd. Ludington

Refreshments Followed By Business Meeting and Program

FIELD TRIP: FREDERIK MEIJER GARDENS AND SCULPTURE PARK
Grand Rapids, Ml

Wednesday, May 24, time TBD

Carpooling and/or caravanning will be coordinated at the April meeting.

BEES-LIFECYCLE OF BEES AND WHAT THEY MEAN TO US.

Lenny Feldberg, Founder/Director of the Scottville Beekeepers of Mason County
Thursday, May 25 at 1:00 Pm

United Methodist Church

5810 Bryant Rd. Ludington

Program Followed By Refreshments and Business Meeting
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IMPORTANT LOCAL EVENTS:

' . TAKE A MOMENT AND MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE DATES.

April 22: Earth Day AFFEW Sponsored Events, 10 am to 5 pm.

April 28-29: Mason-Lake Conservation District Spring Tree Sale. Pickup at Mason
County Fairgrounds. To pre-order by April 8, call 231-757-3707, Ext. 5

May 6-14: Tulip Time, Holland Ml

May 13: MCGC Spring Plant Exchange, Leveaux Park 11:00 am to 1:00 pm

May 20: Petunia Parade-Planting Day

YW SIGNS OF SPRING ...

Photos Taken In Vi Buss’s Yard on February 21, 2017
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Peerless Peonies

By Toni Leland
May 1, 2014

Ofall the garden blooms that could grace a property, few can compete with the elegance and beauty of the
peony. These hardy but magnificent flowers are easy to grow and even easier to enjoy.

Greek mythology tells us that the peony was
named after a student of the Greek god of
medicine and healing (Asclepius). To save the
student Paeon from certain death, Zeus turned the
young man into a peony flower. Peonies are seen
in Song dynasty (960-1279) artwork, the flower
has been a central theme in a great variety of
Oriental art and tattoos, and in 1957, the peony
was named the state flower of Indiana.

Sun-loving peoniesf
(Paeonia) come in |4
| two main types: p
herbaceous and oA 5 A

woody or tree type (Paeonia suffriticosa). This
article will focus on the herbaceous cultivars that
are so popular with gardeners.

Herbaceous peonies are native to North America,
Asia, and southern Europe, and include about 30
species. They die back in the fall, then emerge
again in the early spring (depending on your
e IRl region). Most are hardy from Zones 8 to 2, with a
few exceptions. (If you are buying stock, be sure
to check that it isn't one of the exceptions for your region.) In order to bloom
profusely, peonies must have a long period of winter chilling while they lie
dormant; they do not flourish in the warmer zones. While they do need the cold
weather, if you live in areas that receive little snow and have long periods of
very low temperatures (20F/-28C), you will need to protect the crowns with
leaves or evergreen boughs.

In early spring (March here in Zones 5/6), the dark pink buds will just be peeking
through the old growth at ground level. This is an especially important time to
see that these tender shoots are protected from snap freezes. If mid-20s
temperatures are predicted, I usually add some extra leaves over the crowns,
just in case. Once the shoots have emerged and are forming leaves, the frigid
temperatures don't seem to bother them.

When the shoots have reached about 3 inches, you'll need to put some supports
around the plants. Peonies grow very fast and, if you wait, you'll have a difficult



] time threading

the branches

1 through the

4 supports,

Peonies grow

| from about 2 to

4 feet tall, and

| the blossoms--

especially

1 doubles--are

4 very heavy.

{ Without support,

i your beautiful

# flowers will
droop to the

ground, or be knocked down by wind and rain. Commercial peony hoops are too

short to be of much good by themselves. I use the short ones early in the spring,

guiding the branches to grow through the squares. Then I add taller supports

around the perimeter. Bamboo stakes work well. You can thread green garden

twine back and forth, forming a webbing that will hold the flowers erect.

For most of the cultivars, bloom begins in late spring to early summer;
unfortunately, the show only lasts about one week--sometimes less if a heavy
rain comes through. Peony blooms hold up well as cut flowers, and nothing is
quite as elegant as a crystal bowl with pale pink or wine-red peony blossoms
floating on water. Once the blooms are finished, cut back the stems to deep
within the foliage. Peony leaves are lovely on their own and, as long as they
have adequate moisture and sun, they'll provide a nice contrast in to rest of the
garden. If allowed to severely dry out, however, they'll tum brown and curl, in
which case, you'll want to cut them back.

The Chinese peony (Paeonia lactiflora) is the most popular of the cultivars, with
its magnificent doubling habit that resembles nothing less than layers of ruffled
organza. Peony colors are widely varied and consist of any shade or hue except
blue. Fragrance seems to be tied into type and color: double flowers are more
fragrant, as are pinks compared to reds.

Sun, well-drained soil, and good hygiene are all that are needed to grow
beautiful peonies. These hardy perennials actually do well in clay soil, since it is
more fertile than sandy soil. Peonies are heavy feeders and those planted in less
than optimum soil should be dressed with compost or well-rotted manure in the
fall, to encourage strong budding.

September and October are the perfect time to plant new peonies. When locating
a new peony, be sure the spot is sunny, very well drained, and the planting hole
is at least three feet wide. Do not plant peonies near trees with long-reaching
roots. Be sure you've chosen the spot where you really want the peony to stay--
they do not take kindly to being moved once they've settled in.

Set bare root stock into the planting hole so that the pink "eyes" are no more



than 1-2 inches below surface level. If you plant peonies too deep, they will
either not flower or they'll produce only one or two very small blossoms. Peonies
are fairly drought resistant, but should be watered well through the first season,
or during extremely hot, dry weather. (This is when the leaves will die and look
terrible.)

In the fall, cut back the dead foliage to about 3 inches, then apply the compost
dressing around the perimeter of the crown, being sure to keep it off the crown
itself. Remove all cut foliage and destroy it--do not add it to compost piles, as it
can be harboring fungal organisms that will infect your entire pile. As winter
approaches, if temperatures will be very cold, add the leaves or evergreen
boughs to your peony crowns and wish them a pleasant winter nap.

Peony Problems

Bud Blast: flower buds emerge in the spring, but stay tiny, eventually tuming
brown and dying. This usually occurs in newly planted peonies, especially those
from divisions. Once the plant matures, the problem disappears. Other causes
can be poor soil fertility, cold injury from an extreme winter, too much shade, or
a prolonged dry spell.

Botrytis Blight: stems suddenly wilt, tum brown, and dry up. This fungal
infection can affect a large clump of stems in a mature plant, or an entire young
plant. Remove all wilted stems below the affected area. Do not allow any
diseased material to touch the rest of the plant. Disinfect your shears with
bleach or rubbing alcohol. If your peony bushes do not have good air circulation,
you'll need to consider thinning surrounding foliage, or relocating the peony.
Botrytis blight can be prevented by good fall hygiene and careful planting
practices.

No Blooms: peonies that have always performed well seem to lose vigor and
stop blooming. Peonies are long-lived perennials as long as their growing
conditions remain suitable. Plants that have been in the same spot for years may
need soil amendments to boost productivity. Another cause of no blooms can be
the encroachment of shade trees and shrubs that keep the sun from the peonies.
If this is the case, you might want to divide the peonies or move them, but be
prepared to wait a while as they reestablish themselves in a new location. Divide
the root clumps in late summer or early fall. Using a sharp knife, cut sections
that have at least 4-5 eyes (little buds on the roots), then replant as quickly as
possible.

Ants!

Peonies secrete a sweet nectar that is irresistible to ants and other nectar-loving
insects. If ants are crawling all over your peonies, do not worry. They do no harm
and, contrary to folklore, the ants' presences does not speed up the blooming
process. Do not use insecticides to get rid of the ants--you'll only destroy other
more beneficial insects in the process. If you cut peonies for use in the house,
you might want to swish the blossoms through some water and shake off the
ants before taking the flowers inside.

“There’s little risk in becoming overly proud of one’s
garden because gardening by its nature is humbling.
It has a way of keeping you on your knees”

Joanne R. Barwick, in Reader’s Digest (1993)



Important Information For New Members

Membership

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP

Identify with members of the largest gardening organization in the world.

Automatic membership in the State, Region, and National Garden Club organizations.

Learn the basics of flower arranging and horticulture.

Educational opportunities offered by Michigan Garden Clubs, Inc: Gardening Study School, Flower
Show School, Landscape Design School, Environmental Studies School

Access to resources from National Garden Clubs, Inc. for club programs, illustrated lectures (slides
and videos) and informational materials.

Exchange ideas through conference, correspondence, and association with others of similar
interest.

Serve others through garden therapy and youth gardening activities.

Collective ways of working with others for community beautification.

Opportunity to compete for awards and grants.

Opportunity to nominate a qualified college student to apply for a scholarship in garden related
fields.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

Maintain Leveaux Park and Heritage Gardens at White Pine Village

Support Petunia Parade planting and maintenance, and hanging flower baskets in Ludington and
Scottville

Spring Plant Exchange and Fall Plant Sale

Garden Walk “Bouquet of Gardens”

Landscape Design Awards to local businesses

Support 4H Horticultural programs and Habitat for Humanity

MEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES

Members shall work together to attain the stated Club goals in the areas of horticulture,
environment, conservation, artistic and landscape design.

“Active Members” are required to:

Participate in Club projects, activities, and programs

Serve on one Refreshment Committee per year

Chair or be a member of at least one Standing or Special Event Committee

Are encouraged to attend at least five meetings and/or events per year

An “Active Member” may transfer to “Associate Member”, after five years of active service.

ot

PLedselr
NOTE



MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS

March

5

April

Mark Your Calendars:

Please consider attending the Michigan Garden Clubs, Inc. State Convention. We have
had a great time at past conventions. It’'s a good time to get to know other members in our
club and around the state. There are seminars, awards, vendors and a meeting to enjoy.
More information soon!

Date: June 7™ and 8™ —Seminars start at 2:00 p.m. on the 7™, so we can go down on the
7th and spend the night at a motel. Price is $99/night but can split between roommates.

Location: Holiday Inn in Ann Arbor



Looking back on events of 2016:
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90™ Birthday Garden Walk

Cold and Wet Plant Sale Members Painted Chairs

Garden Therapy

We enjoy bringing the newsletter to our wonderful members. Suggestions are always
welcome and appreciated. Please send Vi articles, photos, or even your favorite recipe!

Don’t forget to visit our Website at www.masoncountygardenclub.org. It’s really nifty and Sue
Ann Hanson keeps it updated so that information is always current. Recommend it to your
friends if they want to see a bit more about our club.




