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Welcome Back to the Mason County Garden Club Newsletter! 

The newsletter is BACK after a year’s hiatus with a new editor, Violet Buss.  After volunteering to 
“help”, Vi has agreed to become its editor and will be planning the newsletter along with Diane Davis, 
who is doing all the final setup and graphics, and input from Dawn Rollenhagen and Sue Ann Hanson. 
We welcome input from ALL our members, old and new because our members are what make our 
newsletter, and our club, what it is.  Please send Vi articles, photos, or even your favorite recipe! 

Scheduled Events of Special Interest to Our New Members: 

New Member’s Tea 
Tuesday, May 16, 2-4 p.m. 

Please join us to learn even more about the Garden Club and to share refreshments and Fellowship. 
Everyone is welcome!! 

Mentorship:  All new members will be assigned a mentor to guide and learn about the Goals and 
work that our club does. 

MASON COUNTY GARDEN CLUB EVENTS/FIELD TRIPS:    

SOCIAL POTLUCK AND GARDENING TOOL 
Dawn Rollenhagen, Pres. MCGC 
Thursday, March 23 at 1:00 pm 
United Methodist Church 
5810 Bryant Rd. Ludington 
Refreshments Followed By Business Meeting 

PLANTS FOR THE NEW SEASON 
Bobbie Clingan, Owner, The Giving Tree in Ludington and Associate Member of MCGC 
Thursday, April 27 at 1:00 pm 
United Methodist Church 
5810 Bryant Rd. Ludington 
Refreshments Followed By Business Meeting and Program 

FIELD TRIP: FREDERIK MEIJER GARDENS AND SCULPTURE PARK 
Grand Rapids, MI 
Wednesday, May 24, time TBD
Carpooling and/or caravanning will be coordinated at the April meeting. 

BEES-LIFECYCLE OF BEES AND WHAT THEY MEAN TO US. 
Lenny Feldberg, Founder/Director of the Scottville Beekeepers of Mason County 
Thursday, May 25 at 1:00 Pm 
United Methodist Church 
5810 Bryant Rd. Ludington 
Program Followed By Refreshments and Business Meeting 
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IMPORTANT LOCAL EVENTS:    

TAKE A MOMENT AND MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE DATES.   

April 22:        Earth Day AFFEW Sponsored Events, 10 am to 5 pm. 
April 28-29:    Mason-Lake Conservation District Spring Tree Sale. Pickup at Mason 

      County Fairgrounds. To pre-order by April 8, call 231-757-3707, Ext. 5 
May 6-14:     Tulip Time, Holland MI 
May 13:        MCGC Spring Plant Exchange, Leveaux Park 11:00 am to 1:00 pm 
May 20:        Petunia Parade-Planting Day 

 SIGNS OF SPRING  

Photos Taken In Vi Buss’s Yard on February 21, 2017 

Sage Snow Drops 

Harry Loder Walking Stick Daffodils 
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“There’s little risk in becoming overly proud of one’s 
garden because gardening by its nature is humbling. 
It has a way of keeping you on your knees” 

Joanne R. Barwick, in Reader’s Digest (1993) 
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Important Information For New Members 

Membership 
BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP 

 Identify with members of the largest gardening organization in the world.
 Automatic membership in the State, Region, and National Garden Club organizations.
 Learn the basics of flower arranging and horticulture.
 Educational opportunities offered by Michigan Garden Clubs, Inc: Gardening Study School, Flower

Show School, Landscape Design School, Environmental Studies School
 Access to resources from National Garden Clubs, Inc. for club programs, illustrated lectures (slides

and videos) and informational materials.
 Exchange ideas through conference, correspondence, and association with others of similar

interest.
 Serve others through garden therapy and youth gardening activities.
 Collective ways of working with others for community beautification.
 Opportunity to compete for awards and grants.
 Opportunity to nominate a qualified college student to apply for a scholarship in garden related

fields.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

 Maintain Leveaux Park and Heritage Gardens at White Pine Village
 Support Petunia Parade planting and maintenance, and hanging flower baskets in Ludington and

Scottville
 Spring Plant Exchange and Fall Plant Sale
 Garden Walk “Bouquet of Gardens”
 Landscape Design Awards to local businesses
 Support 4H Horticultural programs and Habitat for Humanity

MEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES 

Members shall work together to attain the stated Club goals in the areas of horticulture, 
environment, conservation, artistic and landscape design. 

“Active Members” are required to: 
 Participate in Club projects, activities, and programs
 Serve on one Refreshment Committee per year
 Chair or be a member of at least one Standing or Special Event Committee
 Are encouraged to attend at least five meetings and/or events per year
 An “Active Member” may transfer to “Associate Member”, after five years of active service.
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MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS 

    March    May 

  Apr i l 

   Mark Your Calendars: 

Please consider attending the Michigan Garden Clubs, Inc. State Convention.  We have 
had a great time at past conventions.  It’s a good time to get to know other members in our 
club and around the state.  There are seminars, awards, vendors and a meeting to enjoy. 
More information soon! 

Date:  June 7th and 8th –Seminars start at 2:00 p.m. on the 7th, so we can go down on the 
7th and spend the night at a motel.  Price is $99/night but can split between roommates. 

Location:  Holiday Inn in Ann Arbor 
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Looking back on events of 2016: 

  Cups of Cheer 90th Birthday Garden Walk 

Cold and Wet Plant Sale    Members Painted Chairs 

Garden Therapy

We enjoy bringing the newsletter to our wonderful members.  Suggestions are always 
welcome and appreciated.  Please send Vi articles, photos, or even your favorite recipe! 

Don’t forget to visit our Website at www.masoncountygardenclub.org.  It’s really nifty and Sue 
Ann Hanson keeps it updated so that information is always current.  Recommend it to your 
friends if they want to see a bit more about our club. 

  -9- 


