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Important information for new members

Membership

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP
Identify with members of the largest gardening organization in the world.
Automatic membership in the State, Region, and National Garden Club organizations.
Learn the basics of flower arranging and horticulture.
Educational opportunities offered by Michigan Garden Clubs, Inc: Gardening Study School, Flower
Show School, Landscape Design School, Environmental Studies School
Access to resources from National Garden Clubs, Inc. for club programs, illustrated lectures (slides
and videos) and informational materials.
Exchange ideas through conference, correspondence, and association with others of similar
interest.
Serve others through garden therapy and youth gardening activities.
Collective ways of working with others for community beautification.
Opportunity to compete for awards and grants.
Opportunity to nominate a qualified college student to apply for a scholarship in garden related
fields.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
Maintain Leveaux Park and Heritage Gardens at White Pine Village
Support Petunia Parade planting and maintenance, and hanging flower baskets in Ludington and
Scottville
Spring Plant Exchange and Fall Plant Sale
Garden Walk “Bouquet of Gardens”
Landscape Design Awards to local businesses
Support 4H Horticultural programs and Habitat for Humanity

MEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES
Members shall work together to attain the stated Club goals in the areas of horticulture,
environment, conservation, artistic and landscape design.

“Active Members” are required to:

Participate in Club projects, activities, and programs

Serve on one Refreshment Committee per year

Chair or be a member of at least one Standing or Special Event Committee

Are encouraged to attend at least five meetings and/or events per year

An “Active Member” may transfer to “Associate Member”, after five years of active service.



New Members

Patrica Gimbel

Lisa Hammond-Koskey

Kayleigh Hathaway

Julie Wormhoudt

Members Who Have Been lll
Violet Buss

Diane Nemirz

Joan Nelson
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wisdom
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Daffodil

Rebirth and new
beginnings

A gift of daficdis & soid fo suggest good
luck, however, it it is just a single bloom gifted
this instead is supposed to foretell misforlune,

so loke core when giving dolfodis as gifist
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Sweet Pea

Delicate and
blissful pleasure

The modern sweel pea itlle
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Daisy

Innocence, loyalty
and purity

The dasy also represents o
flower that s given betlween
friends, as the symbol of a
shared secret that is never o
be tokd,
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BIRTHDAY

Members Birthday

January March

1 Sunny 3 Judy

4 Sharon 7 Violet
6 Jackie 10 Julie

6 Christine 20 Kristy
7 Gwen 25 Mary
9 Mary Margaret 30 Jackie
17 Patricia

19 Mary Frances

20 Dega

31 Sharon

February

2 April

ACTIVITIES THAT OUR CLUB MEMBERS HAVE PARTICIPATED IN FOR THE PAST FEW MONTHS.
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Cup of Cheer, with many lovely cups of flowers taken to Nursing and Adult Foster Care Homes



Those attending the January and February luncheon had a great meal and some excellent conversations
with Garden Club Members.

PROGRAMS OF INTEREST FOR THE NEXT THREE MONTHS

THURSDAY, MARCH 22 AT 1:00 PM
Social potluck and Gardening Book
Dawn Rollenhagen

WEDNESDAY, APRIL11, AT 1:00 PM
FIELD TRIP TO COUNTRYSIDE GREENHOUSE-TOUR PRODUCTION AND PURCHASE
Carpool starting at 11:30 AM

THURSDAY, APRIL 26, AT 1:00 PM

Wellness in Gardening
Presented by Rebecca Urich
Owner, Smiling Lotus Yoga

SATURDAY, MAY 12 FROM 11:00AM TO 1:00 PM
Spring Plant Exchange and White Elephant Sale
Leveaux Park, Ludington M

SATURDAY, MAY 19, AT 9:00 am
Petunia Parade Planting Day
Cartier Mansion-409 E. Ludington Ave.

THURSDAY, MAY 24 AT 1:00

Aquatic Plants in Lake Ecosystems: Critical roles and Major Stressors
Erick Elgin-Water Resource Educator, MSU Extension M.S. Aquatic Ecology

NOTE: ALSO BRING YOUR MAY BASKET IF YOU’D LIKE TO AN EXCHANGE.
It’s a lot of fun to see what great ideas everyone comes up with.




History of Gardening

For thousands of years, all over the world occupants of cities, villages, families or
individuals have committed time and resources to gardening. Gardening not only for food,
but for other reasons as well. Whether urban, commercial, medicinal, funeral, wine,
scientific or forest, humans have looked to gardening for food, pleasure , medicine,
recreation, and learning about their environments.

Urban gardens such as recently discovered Aphrodisias in Turkey has a shallow pool
the length of almost two football fields, and over eighty feet wide. Archeobotanists have
excavated and genetically tested areas that proved to be remnants of palm trees, that
encircled this pool. They were not just any palm tree, but a variety that had to be imported
from distant coastal locations, and cared for by professional gardeners. When did this
beautiful urban garden to? It is dated to about 2,000 years in the past. This discovery is an
urban garden park of about 3.7 acres that was probably designed to provide the population
with nothing but a beautiful place of leisure and shade.

Commercial gardens have been discovered in South America with plants that were
grown for food, fiber for cloth and medicinal uses.

Archeological evidence of medicinal gardens date back to the 15% century with
paleobotanists radiocarbon dating 4561 microfossils at a cloister in SW Finland. The
paleobotanists discovered henbane, St. John’s Wort, nettle, juniper, and greater celandine.

Last year in Egypt a garden was discovered under 15 feet of debris. In this garden,
vegetables, fruits, and flowers were grown as offerings to the dead, trees and shrubs as
well. This garden was dated back 4,000 years in the distant past.

Scientific gardens were popular in colonial America, with well-off colonialists
collecting plants for study. Thomas Jefferson was one of such gardeners.

Garden archeology in the 1950’s was pioneered in Italy’s Pompeii, with increasing
excavations between ruins of structures. Cultivation in every available space included grains
and grapes. Bakeries were on nearly every corner.



Gardening the earths oldest form, was probably a food based system that was plant
based. Gardening within a forest environment originated prehistorically in wet areas such
river banks, and monsoon areas where extended family groups identified tree, vine, and
tuber species, cultivated and protected them.

Enclosed spaces for gardening began around 10,000 BC in the Middle East, when
populations started leaving pastoral living behind, favor of staying in one place to cultivate
crops. Early gardeners may have also constructed barriers to keep out marauding people
and animals.

Some of the earliest ornamental horticulture of physical evidence were rows of pals
and acacia, also in the Middle East. The Hanging Gardens of Babylon were said to have bee
designed along a central axis of symmetry. Perhaps that is why so many gardeners feel the
need to do the same. Could it be in some kind of DNA memory? Or does symmetry just give
a sense of order? Taoist gardens avoid straight lines and rather try to imitate of natural
look.

What kind of gardener are you? Are you one who appreciates the feel or order, or
natural or a combination of both? Both feed body and soul. Both lend shade in sun and
food for sustenance. Feed your imagination.

Researched and written by: Lisa Hammond Koskey, February 2018
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Wide Eyed Optimists, that's what we are!

By Sharon Brown
April 13,2017

"Is it for sure going to bloom, Nana? Can it breathe with all that dirt over it? Do you think it will
bloom red? How long do I have to wait? Is that a magic seed?" When my little four year old
grandson planted his first seeds, he had no doubt they would grow and bloom. I don't think big
gardeners have doubts either.

(Editor's Note: This article was originally published on April 7, 2009. Your comments are welcome,
but please be aware that authors of previously published articles may not be able to prompily respond
lo new questions or comments.)

Optimism is planting a seed in the bare blank earth.

My friend Lou, who lives in Texas, said to me: "Every single one of us must have a heart
of optimism or we would never go to the garden. We believe that tiny little seed will
germinate, flourish, and produce the flowers and the fruit of the vine." And isn't that the
truth?

When I was little, about the age of my grandson Ethan who is four, I am sure I asked the
same questions he asked me. I knew as surely as the sun came up over the mountains
every morning that those seeds would grow. There was never a doubt. I don't remember
the first time I was ever in a garden, but by the time I was three or four I was helping to
plant seeds in it. It was a field of bare earth, with straight rows that had been plowed by
Uncle Dock and his old mule, from one end to the other. My grandmother took me with
her early in the morning and showed me how to drop two little seed beans at a time,
about as far apart as two of my steps, down the long straight row. When we ran out of
beans, we planted corn, but only one seed at a time went in the corn rows. She told me
that if we planted the seeds, they would grow and give us food to eat. I never doubted
her, and she never had doubts either.

When my mother gathered seeds from all her flowers at the end of the summer, she
stored them away in envelopes, or small brown paper bags, knowing that as soon as the
spring sunshine came, she would again have blooms all over the mountain that was our
back yard. It never mattered how harsh our winters were, we knew there would be a

&F 2" || flsummer full of blooms.

" | During our past winter, Kentucky and some surrounding
states suffered major ice storm damage. Limbs, branches,
lentire trees covered our yards, and at one point I could not
4l |get out my front door for the debris that blocked my way.

- |My 20 foot tall holly tree that the birds had planted many
years ago was bent and frozen solid to my trellis. The
redbud I had brought from the mountains was split down




BN TR |the middle by a limb from its neighbor, the cottonwood

tree. The maples were scalped, and shocked squirrels
found their nests on the ground. The young magnolia I started from seed was frozen flat
beneath the downed branches of the maple that grew behind it.

"Let us cut down these trees," the arborists said to me, "they will probably not survive, it
would be best to take them down."

"We will top them all," said the tree trimmers, "we'll take all the tops out to about 15 feet
above the ground. That's the only way to save them."

"Who needs these trees," said a young man who was looking for extra money, "you'll just
have the same problem with the next ice storm."

But the gardener in me said "No!" to all of them. I need those trees.

And so it went from February into March, while I dragged a branch at a time and placed it
in a pile for the city trucks to pick up. One lovely afternoon a group of young people from
a neighboring church came with their dads and chainsaws.

"We'll get rid of these limbs for you, and we will do any cuttmg you want us to do.
Whatever you want done, just tell us." i/

And so I had them cut all the broken branches at a 45
degree angle. They pulled the downed limbs from my baby
magnolia and it popped right back up. They untangled the
holly from my trellis and I swear it cheered as it flipped
upright again. They took away the broken half of my
redbud, and trimmed what was left of it. But they cut down |;
none of my trees.

Today, nine weeks after the ice storm, the little helicopter
seeds are hanging from my maples, the baby magnolia has
new leaves forming. The holly is grinning from ear to ear, and my redbud, oh my
redbud...it holds the most glorious blooms. And I am sure the squirrels have built new
nests, as have my returning bluebirds. My daylily gardens were covered in ice just a few
weeks ago, now they are knee high, and lush.

What is optimism but faith? Faith that nature will renew itself. Faith that from one seed
many beans will grow, many flowers will show their colors, the bluebirds will return,
and the redbud trees will bloom again. Gardeners are filled with wide eyed optimism, or
we would never giggle with delight to find earth worms in our soil.

1No matter the zone we live in, we all share the common

2% |denominator: optimism. It is the belief in things unseen, the
1" [hope that change will be for the better. It is in knowing that
_" B8~ ice storms will not destroy us, and that trees with broken



limbs will continue to bloom. It is in knowing that when the
morning sun greets us, we will smile again.

May all your storms turn to sunshine in
your gardens.

{ Thank yvou, LouC, my very dear Texas friend.

All photos in this article are my own.

I am a retired high school art and humanities teacher. [ grew up in the Appalachian
mountains of southeast KY and now I live with my two rescued cats, Jazz and
Daisy, in far western KY. [ am an artist often doing commissioned work, and in
addition to writing articles for Dave's Gardcen, T also write boating stories for a
nautical magazine as well as other venues. My greatest loves are writing, painting,
my 5 year old grandson, then learning the history of our numerous wildflowers in
Kentucky. And, of course, there's gardening.

Printed at http://davesgarden.com/guides/articles/printstory.php?
rid=2391&bn=%2Farticles%2Fview%%2F2391




HeEre TopAY, GONE TOMORROW

Emma pushes through the heavy doors. She rushes
down the stairs red-faced and heart pounding. She
was relieved to have entered the room with a little time
to spare. She exchanged smiles with other gardeners
as she quickly found a seat. Charlotte, a longtime
member with a friendly demeanor, stopped by to greet
her. As the gavel sounded, Charlotte scurried off to
sit with her friends. Emma was left sitting alone at the
table.

Emma was the newest member of the garden club.
It was her second meeting, and Emma was anxious
to be involved and gain new friends. After several
more meetings, Emma stopped attending. The club
members couldn't understand why she left. Emma
couldn't understand why she wasn't accepted. Maybe
Emma had the responsibility to be more assertive, but
club members certainly had a greater responsibility to
integrate Emma into their garden club,

Attracting new members to your garden club may be
frustrating and challenging process, but then losing
a new member through neglect is truly an “unforced
error” and a very common pitfall of many clubs! The
following are tips to prevent member loss through
neglect:

= The Club President should send a welcome letter
to new members. A questionnaire inguiring as to
their interests and expertise should accompany the
welcome letter with a self-addressed envelope for
easy return. The information may reveal interest
and aptitude for club projects that new members
would find interesting;

*  AFellowship Committee should develop strategies
for members to develop friendships. Good
fellowship will discourage the development of
cligues within the club;

* The Courtesy Chair should link a new member to a
club member who will be their “Garden Club Buddy.”
That person’s assignment would be to contact the
new members to see how they are doing, and to
remind them to attend the next club meeting, event
or activity. The “Garden Club Buddy” may even
ask if the new member would like to go together to
the next club activity;

* All club members should wear permanent name
tags that are easily readable. Often people, both

4 Keeping In Touch

new acquaintances and long-time members, are

reluctant to keep asking one another for their names.
They are embarrassed that they didn't remember

the other person's name from prior introductions..
Sadly, instead of asking one more time, they often

just ignore each other. New members should

receive their name tags at the second meeting.

Take this opportunity to reintroduce the newer

members to the club,

»  Give a small gift (bulbs, packet of seeds or a small
plant) to welcome new members at the first meeting
and introduce them to the club;

= Give new members a club yearbook on their first day
as a member. This reinforces to new members that
they do belong to the organization! The yearbook
will allow new members access to club information,
member addresses, and phone numbers;

*  Ask new members to join a committee and/or ask
them to help with a project. The task can be small,
but it will give new members a feeling of ownership
and involvement in the club;

« Send out birthday cards to club members and
cards for other occasions. It reminds all members
that they are a part of the garden club family who
cares for them.

Alex Schulz, VP Growth, Facebook.com states,
“Retention is the single most important thing for growth.”

Remember, it takes months to find a new member and only
seconds to lose one.

- Donna Rouch, Membership Chairman

Planting for our pollinators is fun!

Mot only will you be rewarded with

a dazzling display of color in your
garden, but you will be introduced to
an amazing variety of new “friends”!

February 2018




We enjoy bringing the newsletter to our wonderful members. Suggestions are always

welcome and appreciated. Please send Vi articles, photos, or even your favorite recipe!

Don’t forget to visit our Website at www.masoncountygardenclub.org. It's really nifty and Sue Ann
Hanson keeps it updated so that information is always current. Recommend it to your friends if
they want to see a bit more about our club.

See You Soon, Vi, Diane D and Lisa Hammond-Kosky




