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 Important information for new members 

 
Membership 

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP 
 Identify with members of the largest gardening organization in the world. 
 Automatic membership in the State, Region, and National Garden Club organizations. 
 Learn the basics of flower arranging and horticulture. 
 Educational opportunities offered by Michigan Garden Clubs, Inc: Gardening Study School, Flower 

Show School, Landscape Design School, Environmental Studies School 
 Access to resources from National Garden Clubs, Inc. for club programs, illustrated lectures (slides 

and videos) and informational materials. 
 Exchange ideas through conference, correspondence, and association with others of similar 

interest. 
 Serve others through garden therapy and youth gardening activities. 
 Collective ways of working with others for community beautification. 
 Opportunity to compete for awards and grants. 
 Opportunity to nominate a qualified college student to apply for a scholarship in garden related 

fields. 
 
                                                COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

 Maintain Leveaux Park and Heritage Gardens at White Pine Village 
 Support Petunia Parade planting and maintenance, and hanging flower baskets in Ludington and 

Scottville 
 Spring Plant Exchange and Fall Plant Sale 
 Garden Walk “Bouquet of Gardens” 
 Landscape Design Awards to local businesses 
 Support 4H Horticultural programs and Habitat for Humanity 

  
MEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES 

Members shall work together to attain the stated Club goals in the areas of horticulture, 
environment, conservation, artistic and landscape design. 
  
“Active Members” are required to: 

 Participate in Club projects, activities, and programs 
 Serve on one Refreshment Committee per year 
 Chair or be a member of at least one Standing or Special Event Committee 
 Are encouraged to attend at least five meetings and/or events per year 
 An “Active Member” may transfer to “Associate Member”, after five years of active service. 

 
                                  
                                                

 
 
 



 
New Members  

 
                  Patrica Gimbel      
 
 
                    Lisa Hammond-Koskey    
 
                   
                    Kayleigh Hathaway    

 
 
                   Julie Wormhoudt      
 
 
  
 
 
 

                                                  
                                                
 
                                       Members Who Have Been Ill 
                                                                  Violet Buss 
                                                                  
 
 
                                                                 Diane Nemirz 
                                                                  
 
 
                                                                Joan Nelson 
                                                                 
 
                    

                                              
 



 
 
                                                    
                                                              



                                                                
 
 
                                                                                         

M                                                                                Members Birthday 
                                              January                                                  March                                 
                                                           1  Sunny        3 Judy  

4  Sharon   7  Violet  
6  Jackie         10  Julie  
6   Christine         20  Kristy  
7   Gwen         25  Mary    
9   Mary Margaret       30  Jackie  
17  Patricia  
19  Mary Frances  
20  Dega  
31  Sharon  
                                                       

                                          February                                       
         2  April   
                 
                  

                                          
ACTIVITIES THAT OUR CLUB MEMBERS HAVE  PARTICIPATED IN FOR THE PAST FEW MONTHS.

            
Cup of Cheer, with many lovely cups of flowers taken to Nursing and Adult Foster Care Homes 
 
 
 
 
 



Those attending the January and February luncheon had a great meal and some excellent conversations 
with Garden Club Members.  

       
 
 

PROGRAMS OF INTEREST FOR THE NEXT THREE MONTHS 
 
THURSDAY,  MARCH 22 AT 1:00 PM 
Social potluck and Gardening Book 
Dawn Rollenhagen 

 
WEDNESDAY,  APRIL 11, AT 1:00 PM 
FIELD TRIP TO COUNTRYSIDE GREENHOUSE‐TOUR PRODUCTION AND PURCHASE 
Carpool starting at 11:30 AM 
 

THURSDAY, APRIL 26, AT 1:00 PM 
Wellness in Gardening 
Presented by Rebecca Urich 
Owner, Smiling Lotus Yoga 

 
SATURDAY, MAY 12 FROM 11:00AM TO 1:00 PM 
Spring Plant Exchange and White Elephant Sale 
Leveaux Park, Ludington MI 
 
 
SATURDAY, MAY 19, AT 9:00 am  
Petunia Parade Planting Day 
Cartier Mansion‐409 E. Ludington Ave. 
 
THURSDAY, MAY 24 AT 1:00  
Aquatic Plants in Lake Ecosystems: Critical roles and Major Stressors 
Erick Elgin‐Water Resource Educator, MSU Extension M.S. Aquatic Ecology 

NOTE:  ALSO BRING YOUR MAY BASKET IF YOU’D LIKE TO AN EXCHANGE. 
            It’s a lot of fun to see what great ideas everyone comes up with. 
 



                                                 
                                               History of Gardening 

 
For thousands of years, all over the world occupants of cities, villages, families or 

individuals have committed time and resources to gardening.  Gardening not only for food, 
but for other reasons as well.  Whether urban, commercial, medicinal, funeral, wine, 
scientific or forest, humans have looked to gardening for food, pleasure , medicine, 
recreation, and learning about their environments. 

 
Urban gardens such as recently discovered Aphrodisias in Turkey has a shallow pool 

the length of almost two football fields, and over eighty feet wide.  Archeobotanists have 
excavated and genetically tested areas that proved to be remnants of palm trees, that 
encircled this pool.  They were not just any palm tree, but a variety that had to be imported 
from distant coastal locations, and cared for by professional gardeners.  When did this 
beautiful urban garden to?  It is dated to about 2,000 years in the past.  This discovery is an 
urban garden park of about 3.7 acres that was probably designed to provide the population 
with nothing but a beautiful place of leisure and shade. 

 
Commercial gardens have been discovered in South America with plants that were 

grown for food, fiber for cloth and medicinal uses. 
 
Archeological evidence of medicinal gardens date back to the 15th century with 

paleobotanists radiocarbon dating 4561 microfossils at a cloister in SW Finland. The 
paleobotanists discovered henbane, St. John’s Wort, nettle, juniper, and greater celandine. 

 
 
 
 
Last year in Egypt a garden was discovered under 15 feet of debris.  In this garden, 

vegetables, fruits, and flowers were grown as offerings to the dead, trees and shrubs as 
well. This garden was dated back 4,000 years in the distant past.  

 
Scientific gardens were popular in colonial America, with well‐off colonialists 

collecting plants for study. Thomas Jefferson was one of such gardeners. 
 
Garden archeology in the 1950’s was pioneered in Italy’s Pompeii, with increasing 

excavations between ruins of structures.  Cultivation in every available space included grains 
and grapes.  Bakeries were on nearly every corner. 



 
Gardening the earths oldest form, was probably a food based system that was plant 

based.  Gardening within a forest environment originated prehistorically in wet areas such 
river banks, and monsoon areas where extended family groups identified tree, vine, and 
tuber species, cultivated and protected them. 

 
Enclosed spaces for gardening began around 10,000 BC in the Middle East, when 

populations started leaving pastoral living behind, favor of staying in one place to cultivate 
crops. Early gardeners may have also constructed barriers to keep out marauding people 
and animals.  

 
Some of the earliest ornamental horticulture of physical evidence were rows of pals 

and acacia, also in the Middle East. The Hanging Gardens of Babylon were said to have bee 
designed along a central axis of symmetry.  Perhaps that is why so many gardeners feel the 
need to do the same. Could it be in some kind of DNA memory?  Or does symmetry just give 
a sense of order?  Taoist gardens avoid straight lines and rather try to imitate of natural 
look. 

What kind of gardener are you? Are you one who appreciates the feel or order, or 
natural or a combination of both?  Both feed body and soul. Both lend shade in sun and 
food for sustenance. Feed your imagination. 
               
                 Researched and written by:  Lisa Hammond Koskey, February 2018 

                                                                   
                                                        

                                                                                
                                                                                                     
   
                               

 
 



      







              
            

 
 



 



We enjoy bringing the newsletter to our wonderful members.  Suggestions are always       
welcome and appreciated.  Please send Vi articles, photos, or even your favorite recipe! 
Don’t forget to visit our Website at www.masoncountygardenclub.org.  It’s really nifty and Sue Ann 
Hanson keeps it updated so that information is always current.  Recommend it to your friends if 
they want to see a bit more about our club. 

See You Soon, Vi, Diane D and Lisa Hammond-Kosky 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

                                   
                                                      
 


