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 Important information for new members 

 
Membership 

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP 
 Identify with members of the largest gardening organization in the world. 

 Automatic membership in the State, Region, and National Garden Club organizations. 
 Learn the basics of flower arranging and horticulture. 
 Educational opportunities offered by Michigan Garden Clubs, Inc: Gardening Study School, Flower 

Show School, Landscape Design School, Environmental Studies School 
 Access to resources from National Garden Clubs, Inc. for club programs, illustrated lectures (slides 

and videos) and informational materials. 

 Exchange ideas through conference, correspondence, and association with others of similar 
interest. 

 Serve others through garden therapy and youth gardening activities. 

 Collective ways of working with others for community beautification. 
 Opportunity to compete for awards and grants. 
 Opportunity to nominate a qualified college student to apply for a scholarship in garden related 

fields. 
 
                                                COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

 Maintain Leveaux Park and Heritage Gardens at White Pine Village 
 Support Petunia Parade planting and maintenance, and hanging flower baskets in Ludington and 

Scottville 

 Spring Plant Exchange and Fall Plant Sale 
 Garden Walk “Bouquet of Gardens” 

 Landscape Design Awards to local businesses 
 Support 4H Horticultural programs and Habitat for Humanity 

  

MEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES 
Members shall work together to attain the stated Club goals in the areas of horticulture, 
environment, conservation, artistic and landscape design. 

  
“Active Members” are required to: 

 Participate in Club projects, activities, and programs 

 Serve on one Refreshment Committee per year 
 Chair or be a member of at least one Standing or Special Event Committee 
 Are encouraged to attend at least five meetings and/or events per year 

 An “Active Member” may transfer to “Associate Member”, after five years of active service. 
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New Members 

   Sharon Blume    

 Kathy Dykstra      

 Sunny Emersen  

  

 Chris Fonnesbeck 

      

Agnes Gray  

 

 Anne Kivela      

 Karen Oele       

 Dianne Portwine  

 Dega Shropshire    

 Members Who Have Been Ill 

 Joan Nelson  

  

  Carolyn Ptaszenski 
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Members Birthday 

  September:        October: 
  3     Barb Doty  3     Rhonda Hildebrandt 

  6     Terry Baldwin        12   Carmen Muscat 

  9     Carol Copeland      19   Sue Joslin       

  17    Bonnie Henretty   20   Sue Ann Hanson 

 18    Anne Kivela         22   Dawn Rollenhagen 

 19    Joan Nelson  23   Agnes Gray 

  22    Liz Donakowski   26   Sue Smith  

 23    Karen Oele  30   Linda Starr 

 28    Karen Klukowski 

 November:  December: 
   3    Vicki Houk  7   Mary Reeds-Mortensen 

 12    Susan Jabrocki   21  Bobbie Clingan 

 13    Marilyn Raymond 

 14    Gig Rose 

 18    Sandra Luxford 

 18    Sandra Zwyghuizen 

 20    Diane Davis  

 20    Dianne Portwine      

 25    Sue Sabin  

  Member’s New Address: 

Glenna Paukstis has a new address and would love to hear from you: 

Glenna Paukstis 
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 SEPTEMBER: OUR FALL PLANT SALE 

Our Fall Plant Sale is quickly approaching -- Saturday, September 9, from 10 - 1 (or until sold out). 

Please have your potted, priced and identified plants and white elephant items to Leveaux Park by 9:00 am on the day 

of the sale. 

Pricing is indicated by the following colors: 

Red        $5,00 

Yellow    $3.00 

Blue  $2.00 

Green    $1.00 

Sherry Barnard, Fall Plant Sale Chairman,  has colored price stickers if you still need them.  Give her  a call at 231-

425-4179 with any questions.  REMEMBER: there will be no early sales. 

  Congratulations to our club member Julie Tews who was chosen 

Homemaker of the Year at the County fair!! This is the second time. Way to go, Julie!! 
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 Garden Club Events: 
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Days Gone By…A Standard Flower Show: 

“Visitors to the Ludington Library were treated to a floral display on Friday and Saturday, August 4 and August 5, 

when the Mason County Garden Club held its flower show “Days Gone By” in the West Shore Bank Room at the 

library. 

More than 150 horticulture specimens from back yard gardeners filled the room, along with 24 floral designs. “ 

(Taken from the Ludington Daily News article on “Flowers on Display’). 

Congratulations to the following members: 

Barb Doty who won the Sweepstake Award for having 22 blue ribbons in horticulture!! Barb really outdid herself by 

bringing in 49 exhibits! That must be a record breaker. Barb also won all of the horticulture top awards except one. 

Those included 3 Awards of Merit, 1 Arboreal Award and the Award of Horticultural Excellence.  

Barb Scherer won an Award of Merit for her unusual specimen of oregano.  This was Barb’s first flower show. 

Carmen Muscat won the Designer's Choice Award, the Top Designer Award and the Award of Design Excellence. 

Jackie Christensen won the Table Artistry Award. 

Gwen Jackson won the Novice Award with a table setting depicting “Tea Time with the Garden Club.”  (Her first time 

entering in this category) 

Congratulations to all of the blue ribbon winners and to everyone that provided an exhibit in both horticulture and 

design. Without you, there would be no flower show. 

Thank you to our President Dawn who provided the members with such good information on exhibiting horticulture 

and organizing workers. 

Thank you to all who exhibited and all who helped to set up. That was a lot of work. 
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 Pictures from the Flower Show..”Days Gone By” 

  Carmen Muscat    Barb Doty    Barb Scherer 

  Gwen Jackson’s Entry             Jackie Christensen’s Entry     L:udington Wood’s Cups of Cheer 

    People’s Choice by Peaches Throckmorton     Horticulture Entries    Award Winners 
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           Garden Club Field Trips: 

Cherry Point Farm and Market..Labyrinth and Afternoon Tea: 

 Garden Club ladies donned their fancy hats to enjoy a stroll through the lavender and herbs and an 

afternoon tea of rose and lavender tea and sweets and savories served by owner, Barb Bull.      
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Meeting at Tom and Patty Harmon’s Property: 

Hardscapes and Landscape Design by Larsen’s Landscaping 
Ladies joined the Pentwater Garden Club for lunch at the Hamlin Inn and then toured landscape designs by 

Larsen Landscaping: 
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Members Made Beautiful Wreaths at the August Meeting: 

 UP COMING SPECIAL EVENTS 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 AT 1:00 PM 
Barb Doty’s Farm 

  Hypertufa Workshop and Business Meeting 

 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26 AT 1:00 PM  
  Landscape Design and Civic Beautification Awards 

  Business Meeting 

  Program:  HOPS (or how to drink what you grow)  Mike Majors, Presenting 

  Pictures taken for 2018 Yearbook:  Retakes and New Members.  

 THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16TH AT 1:00 PM 
  Aquatic Plants in Lake Ecosystems:  Critical Roles and Major Stressors  

  Erick Elgin, Water Resource Educator, MSU Extension, Presenting 

  Business Meeting 

  Food Pantry Donations..Bring a non-perishableiItem to be given to the pantry 

 THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14TH AT 1:00 PM 

 Holiday Luncheon 

 “Good Friends, Good Food and Great Season” 
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  ENVIRONMENTAL SCHOOL 

 The Environmental School (ES) Program is brought to you by the National Garden Clubs, Inc. (NGC).  

 This educational opportunity is a series of Four Courses designed to stimulate interest and      

understanding of our environment. They encompass Land Conservation and Trust, Water Conservation, 

Groundwater Protection, Air Quality, Energy Awareness, Waste, Litter and Recycling.  

Members of MGC Garden Clubs that complete the program are designated as Environmental Consultants. 

They are eligible to join Michigan Consulting Council that organizes programs for members to further their 

education in the areas of Environment, Landscape Design and Horticulture.  

Each course consists of 10 hours of instruction, a course outline and a reading assignment. A student 

wishing to take the optional exam must attend all 10 hours.  

Please note: ES Course 4, Water and Related Issues, will be held on April 9 & 10, 2018 First Reformed 

Church, 630 State Street, Holland, MI 49423 .   

 PROGRAM SCHEDULE  

 Monday, October 16, 2017 9:00 am Registration, Hospitality 9:15 am ECOLOGY-Air   Hope College       

Faculty 10:15 am Break 10:30 am- PLANTS-The Rain Forest 11:30 am  Hope College Faculty 11:35 am - 

SUPPLEMENTAL SUBJECT 12:35 pm “Toxins in the Home” 12:35 pm-1:15 pm Lunch 1:15 pm- 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE- 2:15 POLLUTION  Hope College Faculty 2:25 pm- FIELD TRIP-Hope College 4:25 

pm LEED Buildings 4:40 pm REVIEW  

Tuesday, October 17, 2017 9:00 am Registration, Hospitality 9:15-10:15 INITIATING SCHOOL PROGRAMS   

Michelle Gibbs,  10:20 am EARTH STEWARDSHIP   Material sources & Citizen   Education Programs:   

Michelle Gibbs 11:20 am Lunch 12:20-1:20  WILDLIFE-ENDANGERED PLANTS & WILDLIFE  De Graaf Nature 

Center Staff 1:30-2:30 pm  ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS  Hope College Faculty 2:40 pm Break 3:00 pm Review 

3:45 pm Exam  
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2018 DUES 

$15.00 (LIFE OR 

HONORARY) 

$30.00 (MEMBER) 

$35.00 (ASSOCIATE 

MEMBER) 

DEADLINE IS DECEMBER 

14TH 



Environmental School Committee:  President, MGC:  Carol Brodbeck ;     District IV Director :   Monica 

Taylor;   MGC 3rd Vice President:  Rita Crawley ;  Schools  State Chair:    Bethany Goodman, MGC ES ; 

Registrar:  Lynn Miller --  lmmiller.garden@yahoo.com;  School Chair:  Deannie Picciotti,    

dmp77@charter.net 

 Required Reading:  The National Gardener Subscription 1 year (4 issues) $6.50 ;       

Living in the Environment-G. Tyler Miller, Jr. Available: NGC Member Services, or online bookstores, latest 

Edition is Seventeenth  Course 3: Ch. 1, 3, 4, 7, 12, 17, 18, 19, 21,24,25 Suppl: 3, 4, 7, 8, 9 Glossary Course 3, 

Vocabulary from Living in the Environment Acid Deposition Aldo Leopold Atmosphere Clean Air Act 

Ecocentric Epipilytes Ethics Extinction Extractive reserves First law of ecology Fossil fuel Global warming 

Green house effect Oxygen cycle Photochemical smog Primary air pollutant Rain forest Resource 

Conservation & Recovery Act Superfund Act Thermal inversion Threatened species Weathering  Wildlife 

Management . 

Hotel Accomodations: Haworth Inn $132. 225 --College Ave Holland, MI 49423 (616-395-7200) 

 Hampton Inn $126. 12427-- Felch Street  Holland, MI 49424 (844-402-3687) 

 Double Tree by Hilton-- 650 E 24th Street  Holland, MI 49423  (616-394-0111) (Please check online for 

hotels in Holland, most standard chains are located on Hwy 31 with easy access to Downtown Holland) 

ES Location:    First Reformed Church, 630 State Street , Holland, MI 49424 

Deannie Picciotti: Chair-- Cell 616-283-7744  dmp77@charter.net   

Environmental School Course 3:  October 16-17, 2017 hosted by District IV, Michigan  Garden Clubs, Inc. 

www.michigangardenclubs.org and  National Garden Clubs,  www.gardenclub.org  Central Region Garden 

Clubs, Inc www.ngccentralregion.org  School Location: First Reformed Church 630 State Street Holland, MI 

49423 

REGISTRATION MGC Environmental School, Course 3 October 16-17, 2017 Please Register Early-Deadline 

Oct. 4th 

 Please Print Name: ________________________  

 Street: ________________________  

 City: ________________________  

 State: ______   Zip Code: _________  

 Email: ________________________  

 Phone: ________________________  

 Garden Club ___________________ District _______________________ Special Diet Needs: 

_____________ ______________________________ Taking Exam  Yes No Refreshing:  Yes  No Course 

Registration:  $65.00 Exam/Refresh Fee  $5.00 Amount enclosed ____________ Make check payable to: 

MGC. Inc. Environmental School  

Send to: Registrar: Lynn Miller  427 Adaway SE Ada, MI 49301 lmmiller.garden@yahoo.com 616-676-2274 
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We enjoy bringing the newsletter to our wonderful members.  Suggestions are always       

welcome and appreciated.  Please send Vi articles, photos, or even your favorite recipe! 

Don’t forget to visit our Website at www.masoncountygardenclub.org.  It’s really nifty and Sue Ann 

Hanson keeps it updated so that information is always current.  Recommend it to your friends if 

they want to see a bit more about our club. 

See You Soon, Vi, Diane D and Sue Ann 

 -13- 

http://www.masoncountygardenclub.org/

