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Welcome to the New Year and another edition of “over the picket fence.”   Hope all of your Holidays were full of 
wonderful memories.  As you can see, this issue is a “Winter edition, “ starting with December (so am a little behind 
with birthdays, etc.)…but, beginning this year,  we will be doing a Spring (March, April, May), Summer (June, July, 
August), Fall (September October, November) and then another Winter edition (December, January, February).  
Hopefully we can get these out to you by the end of the previous month (does that make sense?)  As always, we 
welcome any suggestions you may have and please send/give to Gwen or me any articles/recipes you would like to 
see appear in the Newsletter.  Sooo….Happy New Year…stay warm and get out those gardening books and seed 
catalogs and start planning those beautiful gardens for this coming “gardening season.”  Hopefully, it will make those 
long  Winter days go faster.  I know we are all looking forward to an exciting year for the Mason County Garden Club.      

Diane Davis and Gwen Jackson 

 

 

Thoughts from Past President – Dawn Rollenhagen: 
 
Diane asked me to send her what I said at the Christmas Luncheon, but since I didn’t write it out, that was hard to do. 
So, I’m going to try and remember my highlights of the last three years. The first and most important thing I remember 
is getting to know most of you a lot better! I do so enjoy this fine group of ladies and look forward to lots more good 
times. I’ve gotten to know some of you very well as we traveled to District meetings, State Conventions and MGC 
schools. You’d be surprised all you learn about someone as you travel somewhere for several hours and spend the 
night.  If you can go on one of these trips, do it!  
 
This year we had our first Spring Flower Show-with a photography division-another first; a plant exchange that made 
money even though it was blown away by a storm; a lovely tea party at Julie Tew’s home; field trips to Gustafson’s 
and Fox Barn Winery; a Bulb Sale; lots of great programs and speakers; and we hosted a hugely successful District V 
Fall Conference!  
 
In the other two years I was President, I tend to remember these trips: District meetings at Shanty Creek and the 
Cathedral Barn in Traverse City that many of our members attended. We visited Gourmet Mushrooms, Countryside 
Greenhouse, Cherry Point Farms (high tea here), and Meijer Garden and Sculpture Park. We made garden totems and 
hypertufa pieces. We had two outstanding Garden Walks and hosted an all-day conference with Janet Macunovich, 
with people from all over attending.  
 
We couldn’t have done any of these things without members who were willing to serve on committees and be on the 
board. I know we will continue to do outstanding things and I’m looking forward to experiencing them with you! I’m 
so proud to be a member of the  Mason County Garden Club!  
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Holiday Luncheon:      
A luncheon catered by Marcia Sadler was enjoyed by 56 members and guests at festive tables that were decorated by 

members of the club.  Also, many unique raffle items donated by various members were available for “shoppers.”  The 

raffle was a success, with $410 raised for the Ludington Senior Center.  Music was provided by Elisabeth and Charity 

Kool on the piano and violin.  Members enjoyed singing some familiar Christmas songs.  Here are some highlights of 

the luncheon: 

 

Melanie Bettinger and                           Dianne Portwine and                      
Mary Margaret Scanlon                          Mary Margaret Scanlon               Mary Margaret Scanlon       Sue Smith and Gail Burkhart      Sharon Morman and Diane Nemitz 

Marilyn Raymond and                                                             
Liz Donakowski                                    Judy Olson and Vi Buss                 Gloria Merchant                      Jackie Christensen and                Elisabeth and Charity Kool 
                                                                                                                                                                                 Joan Nelson            

 

         “Frosty the Snow-Women are Very Jolly Happy Souls…Thumpitty, Thump, Thump, Look at Frosty Go” 
 

 
                

                  2019 Board Members 
                                                                    Sharon Morman presents Dawn with 

        Gail Burkhart shops at raffle table                       Members look over items on                                                                                                her President’s pin. 
                                                                                                    raffle table.                                                                                                                                                                         
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Judy Lehtinen 

 
Gloria Merchant Liz Donakowski Diane Davis Linda Starr 



 

 

Cups of Cheer 
In December, we made 66 Cups of Cheer! They went to Oakview, Ludington Woods, Medi-lodge, one to the Senior 
Center and one to White Pine Cottage in Scottville, which houses autistic men. This made a total of 617 for the year 
and 2,771 since we started.   Members participating included Sue Smith, Barb Scherer, Judy Olson, Carol Copeland, 
Diane Davis, Dega Shropshire, Dawn Rollenhagen, Jackie Christensen, Elsa Witt, Marilyn Austin, Marilyn Raymond, Liz 
Donakowski, Vi Buss, Terry Baldwin and Sharon Morman. Three visitors from the Pentwater Garden Club helped out as 
well. They were Pat, Paula and Sandy. Two local visitors were Barb Jacobs and Linda DeVries.  

 

     

 

 

 

                                                                         

 
  December                                                January                                              February                                                           
  7    Mary Reeds-Mortensen                              1       Sunny Emerson                                  2     April Quinsenberry-Alvarado 
  21  Bobbie Clingan                                              4       Sharon Morman                                12   Elsa Witt 
                                                                                 6       Jackie Christensen 
                                                                                 6       Christine Fonnesbeck 
                                                                                 7       Gwen Jackson                                                       
                                                                                 9       Mary Margaret Scanlon 
                                                                                 17     Patricia Gimbel 
                                                                                 19     Mary Frances Peters 
                                                                                 20     Dega Shropshire 
                                                                                 31     Sharon Bluhm                                       
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In January members gathered at Jamesport Brewing Co. for a lunch.  There was a great turnout. 
 
 

     
 

    
 
 
 
February: 
February   27th at 12:00 noon….Lunch at Scotty’s 
 
 
March:      March 26th:  First meeting of the new year:  United Methodist Church: 

                   Potluck, Program, Meeting and Installation of Officers for 2020:   
(Julia Chambers from AFFEW will speak about Earth Day Program,  Beach Cleanups,  

 and Invasive Species). 
 

Cups of Cheer:    Meets on the third Thursday of each of these months at Ludington Senior Center at 
1:00 p.m.  
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Meet Our New Officers:  (To Be Installed at March Meeting): 
 
          President                       1st. V.P.                            2nd V.P.                             Treasurer                          Secretary                                                  

 
 

                            Director                                 Director                                    Director                  Immediate Past President 
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Sue Ann Hanson   Julie Tews    Judy Olson Julie Haselhuhn Sharon Morman  

Gail Burkhart Sandi Luxford Dianne Portwine Dawn Rollenhagen 



 
 
 

 
 

February 1:  Application due to the State Scholarship Chairman in your state of legal residence. One-year 
  scholarships  are available to undergraduate juniors, seniors and graduate students pursuing a Master's    
  Degree.  Equal opportunity shall be provided to all applicants.  Sophomores may make application for their              
junior year. College/university must be accredited and listed on the official website of the U.S. Department of 
Education http://ope.ed.gov/accreditation/Search.aspx. 

 
 

10 Tasks to Keep Your Garden Growing this Winter: 
Winter is certainly the time to dream, plan and prepare for next year’s garden, but there are a number of tasks you 

can do out in the garden to keep it growing well through the winter months. Let’s take a look at ten ways to maintain 

your green thumb through the coldest time of year. 

 
1. Dream, scheme and plan for next season. 

Winter is the time of year when we reflect on how our gardens grew and hunt for ideas on what to do differently next year. 

Look through the garden photos and notes you’ve taken, then make a list of plants that need to be moved, divided or 

replaced. Search for solutions about how to improve your soil, how to combat the Japanese beetles that turned your roses 

into swiss cheese, and any other issues that have popped up in the garden. Make a list of the new  plants you’d like to try. 

Once spring hits you’ll want to get out into the garden, so take care of these things now. 

 
2. Pre-order seeds, bulbs and plants for spring. 
Plant catalogs for gardeners are what the Toys “R” Us catalog is to children. Grab your highlighter and start marking your 

must-haves for next spring, or go online to pre-order plants, seeds and bulbs. Organize your new orders and the seed 

packets you have left over from last year so you’ll know exactly what you have to add to the garden in spring. 

 
3. Design a new garden bed, path or feature. 

You don’t have to be an artist to roughly sketch out a new feature you’d like to add to your garden next season. But if 

drawing isn’t your thing, try gathering pictures from Pinterest or Houzz that illustrate what you want to accomplish. 

Maybe you’d like to add a raised bed or portable garden near your patio, or grow a mailbox garden. Now is the time to 

start looking for a landscape contractor who can help you accomplish these goals. Get on their list now or risk being at the 

back of the line come spring. 
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https://ope.ed.gov/accreditation/Search.aspx?fbclid=IwAR3CIclf6HXiUzrIfLqDUVrv3-mb2FzXPthbs1AtcWoRDsspeSXXuOb12uw
https://www.provenwinners.com/learn/finding-right-plant/where-find-gardening-ideas-winter
https://www.provenwinners.com/learn/make-your-bed
https://www.provenwinners.com/learn/landscaping/dealing-japanese-beetles
https://www.provenwinners.com/plants/search/year/2019?keywords=proven%20winners&hardiness_zone=All&duration=All&flower-color=All&light_requirement=All&available_online=All
https://www.provenwinners.com/plants/search?available_online=1
https://www.pinterest.com/provenwinners/
https://www.houzz.com/pro/provenwinners/proven-winners
https://www.beauty.provenwinners.com/diy-wheeled-planters
https://www.beauty.provenwinners.com/diy-portable-urban-garden
https://www.provenwinners.com/learn/landscaping/create-your-own-mailbox-garden


 

 

 

 

 

10 Tasks to Keep Your Garden Growing this Winter (cont.) 

 
4. Organize your shed or garage. 

If it’s not too cold where you live, winter can be a great time to haul all of your gardening supplies out and organize them. 

Clean out the dirt you’ve brought in with your shovels all season and take down all the spiderwebs. Evaluate each item 

before moving it back in; make a “keep” and “donate or sell” pile and stick to it. Add more shelving and hooks for tools if 

it will help to keep you more organized. 

 
5. Sharpen and oil your tools. 

While you have all your tools hauled out of storage, take the time to sharpen and oil your pruners, hedge shears, loppers, 

shovels, mower blades, and anything else that might require maintenance. Use steel wool to remove the rust from the 

blades and hinges, and oil them well to prevent future rust from developing. When it’s time to head back out into the 

garden in spring, you’ll be happy to have nice, sharp tools to work with. 

 
6. Check stored bulbs and tubers for mold and moisture. 

If you are storing any dormant bulbs or tubers like canna lilies, elephant ears, or tuberous begonias, open the container 

once per month to make sure no mold has developed and they are staying adequately moist. Discard any moldy roots 

immediately so they don’t affect the others, and mist any desiccated roots with water before returning them to storage. 

 
7. Water any containerized plants you are overwintering outdoors under cover.  

As with bulbs and tubers, it’s important to keep the roots of any plants you are overwintering in containers outdoors under 

cover adequately moist. If the soil isn’t frozen, water them lightly or add a layer of snow on top about once per month. 

Even though the plants are not actively growing, you don’t want their roots to become desiccated to the point where they 

can no longer absorb moisture and nutrients.  

 
8. Reapply mulch or lay evergreen boughs over sensitive plants in the garden. 

Newly planted perennials, young broadleaf evergreens like azaleas, or plants that are borderline hardy in your zone benefit 

greatly from winter mulch. By insulating the plants’ roots and shielding their foliage from winter winds, you increase the 

likelihood they will survive the winter and won’t heave out of the ground during freeze/thaw cycles. Be sure to remove 

this winter mulch in early spring so the plants can start to grow again. 

 
9. Reapply animal repellents, if necessary. 

Once the leafy green foliage and fall fruits are gone, deer, rabbits and other garden pests turn to woody plants and roots for 

food. After all, they need to eat in winter too. Pay close attention to the bark and base of young trees and low-branched 

shrubs, and evergreen plants of all kinds, inspecting for signs of damage. Reapply animal repellent to prevent further 

damage through the winter months. 

 
10. Maintain heated water features and bird baths. 
If you’ve installed a heater in your pond or bird bath to provide a fresh water source for birds over the winter, keep an eye on it 

to make sure it isn’t icing over. Heaters are notorious for going out in the coldest months, and you want to keep your prize koi 

fish safe and the birds hydrated. If ice does form across the pond, gently make a hole or pour hot water over an area to break it 

up so that oxygen can continue to flow. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.provenwinners.com/overwintering-perennials-shrubs
https://www.provenwinners.com/plants/search?hardiness_zone=All&duration=Perennial&flower-color=All&light_requirement=All&available_online=All
https://www.provenwinners.com/plants/search?keywords=azalea&hardiness_zone=All&duration=All&flower-color=All&light_requirement=All&available_online=All
https://www.provenwinners.com/learn/zoning-hardiness
https://www.provenwinners.com/learn/care/winter-garden-damage-what-now
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Upcoming Events 
 
 Starting Feb 1st: guided Snowshoe Walks and Lantern Lit Skiing are scheduled at the Ludington State Park.  

Contact the State Park for dates and times. 
 
 February 1st:  is the Snowshoe Stampede with music, bake sales, raffles, hot dogs, snack, fire pit and more.  All 

proceeds raised will go toward the local Stomp Out Cancer fund.  It will be help at the VFW Post, 1211 28th St, 
Manistee. 

 
 February 1st: is the Soup-er Bowl Walk in Ludington.  Stop at participating businesses for a taste of soup and 

vote for your favorite. 
 
 February 1st:  is the fifth annual Foraged Feast sponsored by Spectrum Health Ludington Hospital to raise funs 

for a new culinary medicine program. This is a casual affair that celebrates the outdoors that features a wild 
game menu, auction and raffle. 

 
 February 8th and 15th:  will be the Winterfest in Pentwater and Hart.  Outdoor activities and music fest will be 

featured. 
 
 February 21st:  is the 2020 Home and Outdoor Living Show sponsored by the Home Builders Association at the 

Little River Casino Resort Event Center.  Free admission. 
 
Michigan Garden Clubs Inc.  Environmental Study School will be held on April 28 and 29th in Midland.  It is 
sponsored by District VI and Midland Garden Club.  This is Series VII and Course III.  Courses do not need to be 
taken in order so contact Judy Page at dahliadame@centurytel.net for more information. 
The National Garden Club states the mission of the Environmental Study School is to teach environmental literacy 
to cherish, protect and conserve the living earth. The course teaches participants environmental appreciation of 
the natural world, encourages action for sustainable development and appreciation for the interrelation of all 
natural things.  Particular emphasis is presently placed on land conservation, water conservation and air quality. 

 
 

We would like to dedicate this Newsletter in memory of Patty Furst, who was a 
member of the Garden Club from 2006-2017.  She passed away peacefully on January 
10, 2020.  She was 75.  She will always be remembered for her warm smile and 
pleasant disposition   
 
A celebration of life will be held at Jamesport Brewing Company, 410 S. James Street, 
Ludington, MI on May 2, 2020 from 1 PM to 5 PM when the air is a bit warmer and 
the sun may shine a little brighter.  
 
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that you take a moment and read a book to your 

child or grandchild, and when appropriate, lift a glass of your favorite beverage and give a toast in her 
name. Memorial contributions  may be made to Sandcastle Children’s Museum, 129 E. Ludington 
Avenue, PO Box 595, Ludington, MI 49431.  Sympathy cards could be sent to her husband, Gene, at 7126 
W. Partridge  Circle, Ludington 49431.  (The above was taken from her obituary) 

 
 
Hope you enjoyed this issue of “over the picket fence.”  We hope to see you at the next luncheon or the 
meeting in March.  Stay warm and safe…Diane and Gwen. 
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