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Hello Ladies: Well, here it is time for another edition of “over the picket fence.” These past few
months have been very stressful, that’s for sure, not knowing what is in store for us each day.
Many new phrases have been introduced to us during this coronavirus (covid-19) epidemic; such
as, pandemic, flattening the curve, self-quarantine, lockdown, PPE, social-distancing, “stay at
home-save lives”, wear a mask (other than a halloween one), self-isolation, contact tracing,
essential and two of my favorites “new normal” (whatever that means) and, of course, “we’re all
in this together.”

Hopefully, we can look forward to the “new normal” together again soon! I know we all are
missing the activities, togetherness and friendships that we, members of the Garden Club, so look
forward to during the year. I know that many of us have been in contact via e-mails, FaceBook,
cards and phone calls, but it just isn’t the same. I long for the face-to-face contact (even if it may
mean social distancing) and, of course, the hugs (will we ever be able to give them again?). Soo,
make the most of what we have (remember, we do have each other)..enjoy your gardens, stay in
touch, and say a little prayer each day that “this too shall pass.”

Now, sit back and enjoy this edition of “over the picket fence.” A little different, but I hope it
will lift your spirits just a little.

Yours In Gardening...Diane and Gwen
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Note From Garden Club President:

Hello to all Mason County Garden Club Members!

Welcome to June and the official start of Summer! I wasn’t sure about summer two nights ago
with the frost warnings but it’s June 1% as I write this so it must be summer. Right? The kids are
out of school ... oh wait ... with the COVID-19 pandemic, they’ve been out of school for awhile.
And its also summer because we’re heading to the beaches ... oh, not yet. We’re still under the
Stay Home-Stay Safe order.

Our current events have turned our lives and our Garden Club year of activities topsy-turvy. But,
believe it or not, our committees (and our gardens) are still making progress. All while practicing
social distancing protocols:

e Scholarship Committee received five applications and awarded our $1,000 scholarship
to Silas Motyka of Ludington, who will study plant research.

e Yearbooks were completed in February, distributed to half our members at the February
luncheon, most mailed in April and the last sent out in May to late-returning snow birds.

e Leveaux Park has been cleaned up and will be planted in June.

e Blue Star/War Memorials have all been spruced up and planted.

e Petunia Parade will complete planting in early June with weeders needed throughout
the summer.

e The Plaza Planters are increasing in numbers and plants will be established shortly.

So, the saying that a Gardener is the Ultimate Optimist, holds true for our members even under
our current situation. We continue our efforts locally, even in our own back yards.

Please know that if you ever have any questions or comments or concerns, you can reach out to
me or any of the other members of the Executive Board. Hope to see you soon, REAL soon!
Happy Gardening!! Keep those Bloom Alerts coming!

Sue Ann
= Happy:,
Birthday?!
June July August
7  Diane Nemitz 1 Judy Lehtinen No Birthdays
23 Barb Scherer 5  Christine Schulte
7  Pat Bettin

9 Marilyn Austin

12 Melinda Doughety
15 Cathy Claus

17 Carolyn Ptaszenski



S Our featured member in this issue of “over the picket fence” is Dianne Portwine, who
has been an active member of the MCGC since 2017. She is currently a Director on the Executive Board
and on the committees for the Garden Walk and Blue Star, War & Veterans Memorials. Born in Dearborn
and raised in the Saginaw area, she graduated from Bridgeport High School near Frankenmuth. Business
school followed graduation and those skills led to clerical positions and eventually retail work. She held
positions at Hudson's, which became Marshal Fields and then Macy's before her retirement, with Hudson's
being her favorite organization to be a part of.

Dianne married Ron Portwine in 1968. Living in Bridgeport, they raised a son and a daughter. Their son
now lives with his family in Freeland and their daughter and family live in Ludington. While in Bridgeport,
they enjoyed following their grandsons as they played hockey in school and on traveling teams. Now in
Ludington, they have been able to watch these grandchildren run both cross country and track. This has
created wonderful memories for the grandchildren of these shared times.

They had always enjoyed the Ludington area, add to that their daughter and her family were living here,
and the decision to retire in Ludington was an easy one. Dianne remembers her mother's beautiful roses as
she was growing up but she hasn't grown roses since moving to Ludington. Living on Park St in the city,
she has focused on container gardening instead. She has been known to buy too many plants for those
containers and neighbors have benefited from this with a surprise pot of flowers at their back door.

Besides the enjoyment Dianne gets from her family and flowers, she and Ron enjoy traveling. They have
taken numerous trips and cruises with their brother and sister-in-law. Something that may not be commonly
known about Dianne is that she often performs a random act of kindness just because she cares about people.
She is the one that gives money to the young boy at the dollar store who does not have enough to pay for
his purchase and then she quietly moves on. She is the one to "pay it forward" for the car behind her at the
drive-thru window in the fast food lane. Yes, she is the one who may secretly leave a pot of flowers at your
back door.  Dianne, we are so glad to have you as a member of the Garden Club.

Couple have Mason
County Garden Club’s

garden of month

The Mason County Gar-
den Club stated the May
Garden of the Month be-
longs to Sharon and Bob
Morman, who live at 5943
W. Pleasant Ridge Drive in
Ludington.

The home is situated
near Jebavy Drive and the
Lincoln River. The club en-
courages people to drive
past the home to view the
spring flowers such as
primroses, forget-me-nots,
daffodils and a magnoha
tree.

May Garden of the Month:




Upcoming Events

Ludington Farmers Market
Every Friday each week with anticipated start in June at the North James Street Plaza
from 3pm to 7pm.

Manistee Farmers Market
Every Saturday each week with anticipated start in June at Washington St and Memorial
Dr from 8am to 12:30pm.

Pentwater Farmers Market
Every Monday and Thursday each week with anticipated start in June at the Village
Green from 10:00am to 1:00pm.

Petunia Planting Day
Saturday, June 6 in downtown Ludington. MCG will be planting the 400 block of
Ludington Ave in front of the Cartier Mansion. Check the yearbook for details.

SS Badger First Sailing Day
Friday, June 12 in Ludington.

Native Plant Sale
Hosted by AFFEW at Rotary Park in downtown Ludington from 9:30am to 12:00pm

Household Hazardous Waste Collection
At the Mason County Road Commission building in Scottville from 9:00am to 1:00pm
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I wear a mask in public, not for me, but for YOU. | want you to know that | am educated

enough to know that, although | have been very careful, I could be asymptomatic and

@ still give you the virus. I don’t “live in fear” of the virus-- | just want to be a part of the

8 ‘ solution, not the problem. I don’t feel the “government is controlling me”; I feel like

. “" = I’m being a contributing adult to society and I want to teach children the same. I want

B (M [/ 5, them to grow up as I did knowing that the world doesn’t revolve around me... that it’s

B ,&‘: .. not all about me and my personal comfort...that if we all could live with the

consideration of others in mind, this whole world would be a much better place. Wearing a mask doesn’t
make me weak, scared, stupid or even “controlled”; it makes me considerate.




Seven flowers to plant in your garden for good luck

1 - Marigolds are considered by some as protection from evil spirits. For others, they represent
the pot of gold at the end of the rainbow and symbolic of good luck.

2 - Roses are associated with finding luck in love.

3 - Chrysanthemums are often offered to elders in Chinese culture as a symbol of longevity and
good luck. Gold chrysanthemums are said to represent wealth and prosperity.

4 - Peonies represent love, fertility, luck and success.
5 - Azaleas are associated with abundance, especially pertaining to beauty and intelligence.

6 - Amaryllis are associated by the Victorians with strength because of their height and sturdy
stems. They also represent success and are sometime given as gifts for achievements.

7 - Gardenias represent good luck.
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The Wednesday before Memorial Day, the Blue Star Memorial/War Memorial/Veteran’s Memorial Mall committee
ladies, with permission from the City, were able to clean up and plant flowers at these memorials...of course,
donning their fashionable masks and social-distancing, members of the committee who volunteered were: Terry
Baldwin, Gwen Jackson, Karen Oele, Dianne Portwine, Marilyn Austin, Pat Gimbel and Jackie Christensen...
Diane Davis also volunteered to help and take pictures.
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BLUE J STAR
MEMORIAL

A tribute to the Armed Forces
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Timetable of Gardening Activities

SUMMER
Prune from June through July.
Water during the growing season, as needed; usually 1" a week is sufficient.
Weed throughout the growing season.
Remove dead flowers from annuals throughout the growing season to
promote continuous bloom.
Spot-fertilize as needed up until the end of August; feed roses regularly.
Do not dig up or transplant trees or shrubs now.

EARLY SUMMER (late June)

Fertilize azalea and rhododendrons with oak-leaf compost or cottonseed
meal after blooming. :

Apply a mulch of grass clippings around roses to conserve moisture and
control weeds.

Divide bearded irises and replant.

Apply 2 tablespoons of 5-10-10 granular fertilizer around each rose plant;
mix well, evenly with the soil.

MIDSUMMER (July and August)

Order fall crocus or colchicum for planting at the end of August.
Stop fertilizing roses at end of August.

LATE SUMMER (early September)

Replenish organic mulches around trees and shrubs.

Give flowering annuals one last dose of fertilizer for extended bloom.
Beginning of September, feed lawn and aerate if too compact.
Mid-September, dig up summer-flowering bulbs and dry, before storing.
Plant late-blooming annuals.

plants.”

Boxwood Blight:
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Gig Rose: “My boxwood have
succumbed to Boxwood Blight.
So I have, with my family,
managed to remove them, but I thought others may want to keep an eye on their boxwood. It
spreads three ways: by spores, by animals (deer, cats and dogs), and by pruning with
improperly sanitized pruners. Once it gets into your boxwood, the only thing you can do is
remove them and even though there are species that are resistant, it is not recommended to
replace your diseased plants with them. Everywhere that was tried ended up with infected



BLOOM ALERTS:

B £ 0
Swallowtail on Sharon’s Primrose

Diane D’s birdbath planter

Melanie’s Allium and Bleeding Heart
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I know how disappointed we all are that there will not be a Garden Walk this year due to the pandemic, but
I’d like to take you on a virtual tour of one of the beautiful gardens that was supposed to be on the walk...enjoy
the beautiful gardens of member, Deb Gundersen: (These pictures were taken by Deb). These are only a few
of the many spectacular gardens that Deb has...hopefully, we can view them in person one day.




JUNE - GARDEN OF THE MONTH

This month we're featuring a small in-town garden with lots of pizzazz!
Our member Judy Olson lives at 713 N James St in Ludington and has
the sweetest of front yards, with a ferry garden/village in a wheel barrow
in her side yard. But drive along the alley way and see the real bloomers!
Iris in full bloom, maybe 20 different varieties. When her iris are done,
the day lilies will begin to shine. Thanks to all the Garden Club members
who have made our Garden of the Month possible - Joan Nelson and
Mary Peters (committee) and Barb Scherer for nominating Judy's
gardens.
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https://www.facebook.com/masoncountygardenclub/photos/pcb.2741750602603340/2741747179270349/?type=3&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARAaDIdTgnyWZawya6I9IjPbKj9unETowvTZL-NS4_Lr4nip4JrOVerxUk4-YnHBvgOZcm6_0oPaKdZR&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCc78N4EAbGjus7j0bHBDYuxfk3tSD3Y5eL-e5B6DlnK5k8e9_6_6Qor1Wo8fLVG_AvvqmsfLiAxGs79HEkXZ5IdcnZDXN8-UPewr7c5Ld-eTGPuTN5r95yPTDB9zfCjalzhRVTSItbV5YHFNjtgRZg-RK4QRRxJNhHD3cMite-FpphWd3Zi2AkYBRtjPGG3bKDA-zHVLHEWmEZ5IQn6Of2Mlj8AMosXX_HA_4lq4zom4E8PsZBW8niiHEZY5Su3eJr2pWJg8o8EooJP6YEXm-a6BzIXnR4_A28EEu69DfJWTgOuB3oniZVgL_gKpepylfYA7E-M_FBjrz6htr4KA6py9ZSHQYiH_igN8XBu2EUE1_seBUmXm4
https://www.facebook.com/masoncountygardenclub/photos/pcb.2741750602603340/2741747179270349/?type=3&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARAaDIdTgnyWZawya6I9IjPbKj9unETowvTZL-NS4_Lr4nip4JrOVerxUk4-YnHBvgOZcm6_0oPaKdZR&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCc78N4EAbGjus7j0bHBDYuxfk3tSD3Y5eL-e5B6DlnK5k8e9_6_6Qor1Wo8fLVG_AvvqmsfLiAxGs79HEkXZ5IdcnZDXN8-UPewr7c5Ld-eTGPuTN5r95yPTDB9zfCjalzhRVTSItbV5YHFNjtgRZg-RK4QRRxJNhHD3cMite-FpphWd3Zi2AkYBRtjPGG3bKDA-zHVLHEWmEZ5IQn6Of2Mlj8AMosXX_HA_4lq4zom4E8PsZBW8niiHEZY5Su3eJr2pWJg8o8EooJP6YEXm-a6BzIXnR4_A28EEu69DfJWTgOuB3oniZVgL_gKpepylfYA7E-M_FBjrz6htr4KA6py9ZSHQYiH_igN8XBu2EUE1_seBUmXm4

Diane Portwine's Swiss Cashew Salad

3-4 bunches Andy Boy Romaine Lettuce washed, torn into bite size pieces and dried
1 8 oz package baby Swiss cheese diced

8 0z can of salted Cashews

Dressing

Mix in a blender -

1/3 cup white vinegar

2 teaspoons grated onion

Add -

3/4 cup granulated sugar (blend throughly)

Add -

1/8 teaspoon salt

2 teaspoons yellow prepared mustard and blend.

1 cup canola oil add slowly.

1 teaspoon poppy seeds

**Make sure that sugar is blended really well with the vinegar and onion.

& ¢ Hawaiian salad ¢ & (submitted by Diane D)

3 cans mandarin oranges

2 bags mini marshmallows

1/2 medium container sour cream

1 jar un-stemmed maraschino cherries
1 small can crushed pineapple

2 containers cool whip

1/2 bag coconut (optional)

Open everything, and drain the fruits of can/jar juices.
Cut cherries into 1/4.

Combine everything in a large bowl and mix super well. Gardening is going well. | planted

Refrigerate for an hour and enjoy myself on this couch 7 weeks ago and
I've i

© AUNTY ACID 2020
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We hope that this Newsletter has lifted your spirits during these difficult times. lIdeas and suggestions are
always welcome for the newsletter. Don’t hesitate to contact Diane or Gwen with your thoughts. Hopefully,
we will be getting together soon for meetings and activities. Stay safe and stay in contact.

Yours In Gardening....Diane and Gwen

Club Collect

Keep us, O God, ever mindful of nature’s generous
bounty. May we always bear in mind it is ours to
trust, to protect, to nurture, and to enjoy.

Mrs. C. C. Caswell



