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Some Thoughts From Our President: 
 
    
 
 
Dear Garden Club Friends - 
 
 

2020 is coming to a close and it has been a year of FIRSTS for many things, as well as a year of lasts and losses.   
 I don’t need to go into what the pandemic has done to our general community but I will hold a thankful  prayer 
 that no one in our group has been struck down by this deadly, unseen virus.   

 
FIRSTS:  

 My first year as president with a great Executive Board. 

 Our first Zoom meeting in August as the pandemic widens its grasp. 

 Our first year of cancelled meetings. 

As we head into 2021 and a vaccine just around the corner, I hope and pray that we will be able to conduct 
most of our meetings and committee work as normal as possible.  If not in March or April then as soon as we 
can.  Thank goodness for social media so we can actually make things happen without meeting face-to-face.  

  
For now, enjoy your holidays, your families and your friends.  Whether you meet via the Internet, video 

 conferencing or can manage in-person times, be thankful for what you do have – each other now and  
in the future. 

 
Be safe.  Be healthy.  And be careful, with your loved ones and with our community. 

 
Your president, 
 

    Sue Ann 
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             December                                              January                                                    February                                              
2    Mary Reeds-Mortensen                           1    Sunny Emerson                               2   April Quinsenberry-Alvarado 
12  Debra Purlee                                              4    Sharon Morman                             13  Elsa Witt 
21  Bobbie Clingan                                           6    Jackie Christensen 
                                                               6    Christine Fonnesbeck 
                                                                            7    Gwen Jackson 
                                                               9    Mary Margaret Scanlon 
                                                               17  Patricia Gimbel 
                                                               19  Mary Frances Peters 
                                                               20  Dega Shropshire 
                                                                            31  Sharon Bluhm 
 

                                                                                  
 
Upcoming Michigan Garden Club and National Garden Club Events 

Gardening School  Course I 
March 31 – April 1, 2021 
Kalamazoo, Michigan  

Gardening School  Course II 
April 28 – April 29, 2021 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 

Environmental School  Course III                                         
May 11, 2021 - May 12, 2021                                           
Midland, Michigan 

Landscape Design School Course III 
Oct. 5 - 6, 2021                                                                      
Grand Haven, Michigan 

2021 National Garden Club Convention                                        
May 17 - May 20, 2021                                                    
Rutherford, New Jersey 

MGC Annual Conference 
June 2 – June 3, 2021 
Holland, Michigan 

 
Check the MGC Newsletter for further information or contact Sue Ann Hanson. 
Due to COVID…most community events have been cancelled. 
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Tews Tips and Tricks  
 
 It’s not too late, if you have seen all the bulbs on sale, and some are a really good buy, you can 
 still get those in the ground. We have had such mild weather that there’s still no frost in the ground.  
Buy up the great deals and put them in, just make sure you water them in really good. It’s been a  
very dry fall. Which reminds me to tell you if you purchased a tree or shrub this fall to keep watering  
it! Same with mums you took from pot to plant in your garden, they need to be watered. The lack  

          of water for mums is the reason they don’t come back for you in the spring. 
 

 Now is the perfect time to take a look at your woody shrubs and trees. With the leaves off them you can see what needs 
 to be pruned. Any over lapping branches, rubbing together or just needs some shaping do it now. Don’t get carried away 
 with this, especially on hydrangeas. Know your variety of hydrangeas, look it up on the internet if need be to know how 
 and when to prune those. 
 

   Now is a great time to look over this year’s garden notes while they are still fresh in your mind and you can still see 
   your flowers/beds. While you are walking around outside on these beautiful days, take a look at your beds and think 
   about what worked and what didn’t work. Make notes to get after those things come spring. 

 
Enjoy your well deserved rest this winter, it’s time for me to get out my stitching and start painting some projects I’ve  
been waiting patiently to do.  Merry Christmas my dear gardening friends, take care and be safe……Love, Juls 
 

 Holiday Season Helpful Hints 
 
 If your hands get covered in sap while making your wreath, mayonnaise removes it easily and quickly!  Rub a dollop 

of it on your hands for a minute or two, rinse, then wash.  It's all gone!!!! 
 
 Empty egg cartons are excellent for storing holiday ornaments. They can be stacked neatly inside a larger bin and  

will keep your ornaments safe while in storage. 
 
 Use plastic-coated paper clips to hang your ornaments. The paper clips are stronger and easy to use, and best of all, 

 they won't scratch the ornaments, so you can leave them attached when you pack the ornaments away at the end 
 of each season.  

 
 Cut an empty toilet paper tube lengthwise and wrap it around a roll of wrapping paper. Cinch it up and secure the 

sleeve with a piece of tape. Next time you use the wrapping, you may rip the sleeve when removing it, but your  
wrapping paper will remain intact. 

 
 Make shoveling snow easier by first coating your metal shovel with car wax. Then the snow and ice will slide right 

off of the shovel after each scoop. 
 
 Make a list.  Don't try to keep everything you have to do in your head. Create a written list of Holiday To-Do's, and  

check off each task as it is completed.  
 
 Schedule some quiet time for yourself and your family to enjoy the true meaning of the season. …Gwen 
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                                                           GARDENING ANGELS                                                                                    

HISTORIC WHITE PINE VILLAGE MEMORIAL GARDENS REPORT 2020 
 

           Due to the Pandemic this year,  the Gardening Angels did not start in the Gardens until June, 2020. We did manage to 
           work every Tuesday morning form 9-noon for about 16 weeks. This adds up to approximately 5472 donated hours using  

   an average of 12 Angels there each week, although usually we had about 15. We now have 26 Gardening Angels on the  
          roster.  

Since there were no visitors on the grounds until afternoon, this made our 'safety distancing' much easier, which also made it 
possible for the 'High Risk' people able to attend. We did keep our planting  of Annuals just to a few pots and a couple small beds. 
Which also kept our expenses to a minimal amount. During this time though, we were able to completely renovate four of our 
flower beds, two at the Rose Hawley Museum and two at the Chapel. Plus refinements to many of the other beds. FYI....we do 
have 22 flower beds, a large vegetable garden and 14 planters we maintain.  

Wish List 2021: Be finished with this Pandemic, 1900 Circa perennial plant donations, fertilizer, Preen, Deer Off, mulch, 
         straw, and wood chips. We also are in need of several trees to replace those removed. Plus we can always use monetary       

donations.  
 

 Many thanks to all the  Gardening Angels and the donations of their time this season in spite of the Pandemic.  Seems to be 
 a labor of love and our friendships continue to grow and it is such a pleasure to work together. Thanks too for the gentlemen of  
               the staff that were willing to help us. We look forward to the Spring when we can come together again and work in the 
gardens.      Carolyn Ptaszenski 

  Carol Copeland pulls annuals at Hawley House              
 Gardening Angels social distancing                    Judy Olson spreads pine needles by Chapel 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                       

    Joanne Krone cleans up gardens around Chapel                   Don Copeland helps clean up                           Sunflower in veggie garden 
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Not all of us knew Sue Sabin personally, but we did know her as being a devoted member of the Mason County Garden Club for 
many years.  Sue served as president of the club from 1963-64, 1977 and 1991-92.  She was the co-founder of the Ludington 
Petunia Parade with her husband, Ellery Sabin.  She hand typed all of the thank you notes on a manual typewriter, with no donation 
going un-noticed.  Gardening was Sue’s favorite hobby.  She was a true master gardener and life associate of the Michigan Garden 
Club.   
 
A few of her other accomplishments in life were accepting the position of treasurer of Hamlin Township for many years, 4H 
leader and serving on the board of the Community Church for many years.  Sue was also an accomplished Seamstress.  She 
always dazzled when creating a new outfit and made countless wedding, prom, and graduation dresses for friends and family. 
 
Sue established the Mason County Credit Bureau.  She retired in her 60’s when she sold the business and began to have fun.  
Sue’s love of travelling took her to the entire continental United States with her late husband, Ellery.  She Wintered in Florida  
for many years.  She loved picnics, family dinners, dancing, playing cards, and just visiting with friends and family, as she got older.   
 
The pictures below of some of her Garden Club memories were shared by her daughter, Ann Marek.  As we can see, she was very 
active in the flower shows.   

               
 

                       
   Sorry about the quality of the pictures, but they were scanned and very old. 
   If you zoom in, you can read it better. 

 
From Jackie Christensen........I knew Sue Sabin before I joined G C.  We were members of the same church and Pete and I were 
friends with her and her 2nd  husband.  She was widowed three times.  I also know her daughter.  Last Feb right after our garden 
club lunch at Scotties I went to visit her at Oakview.  She was getting her hair done at the facility and they took me there to visit with 
her.  We had a nice visit and she was very alert and talkative.  When I left she said don’t stay away too long.  I assured her I would be 
back.  Well, as you know, not too long after that we were no longer able to go there for visits.  I was President when we gave her life 
member status.   

 
From Gwen Jackson............Sue Sabin was one of the first members to welcome me at my first Garden Club meeting in 1998.  We 
had served on the hospital volunteer board together but I didn't know she was in Garden Club also.  She had such enthusiasm for the 
club and it was contagious.  Before I knew it, I was participating in numerous activities with Sue as a mentor.  She willingly shared her 
knowledge and experience.  Always offering to help a novice like me. 
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      In Memory of Sue Sabin:  
November 15, 1923 – October 6, 2020  



 
 
October meeting via Zoom…Julie Tews instructed a workshop on how to make a paper pumpkin. 

 

 
 
November meeting via Zoom…Sharon Morman described in detail what judges look for in Floral Designs at a Standard 
Flower Show…her designs were beautiful!   
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Perfect snack during holidays.............. 
 
Gwen's Caramel Corn 
1 Large bag of Jays Butter Flavored Popcorn                                Cook on stove top reaching a slow boil, stirring occasionally  
Pecans, Almonds, Peanuts or combination  .....  Optional          At that point, slowly boil 3 minutes, stirring constantly..do 
Place popcorn and nuts in a large greased pan                            not over cook. 

  Preheat oven at 250 degrees 
                                                                                              Take off stove top and add….1 tsp. baking soda 

2 cups brown sugar                                                                            Stir until foaming. 
1 cup margarine  
(I use 1 stick of margarine and 1 stick of butter)                           Pour over popcorn and combine.      
1/2 cup white Karo syrup                                                                  Bake for 1 ½ hours, stirring every 15 minutes.          
1 tsp salt                                                                                                       
                                                                                                               Pour out on waxed or parchment paper to cool. 

                                                                                                                                    Enjoy!!!!! 
 
 

Almond Joy Cookies 
How can you go wrong with chocolate and coconut? 
 
Ingredients 
1 cup butter 
1 1/2 cups white sugar 
1 1/2 cups brown sugar 
4 eggs 
3 teaspoons vanilla 
4 1/2 cups flour 
2 teaspoons baking soda 
1 teaspoon salt 
5 cups chocolate chips 
2 cups sweetened coconut 
2 cups chopped almonds 
 
Directions: 
Pre-heat oven to 375°F 
Lightly grease cookie sheets. 
Combine dry ingredients, set aside. 
In a large bowl, cream the butter and sugars together. Beat in the eggs, one at a time, stir in the vanilla. Stir in the dry ingredients 

   until well mixed then stir in the chocolate chips, coconut and almonds. Drop by rounded tablespoonfuls onto the prepared cookie           
sheets.  
Bake for 8 to 10 minutes. Cool on baking sheet for 5 minutes before removing to a wire rack to cool completely…..Diane D 
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                                          Stay Safe…. Diane and Gwen 
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