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4’!’ Thoughts from our President:

Fall has got to be my favorite season, although I really like spring with the ephemeral blooms and orchard
blossoms. But fall displays the bounty of the summer season, the harvesting not only of vegetables, apples and
pumpkins, but also of annual seeds, bulbs and rhizomes, and transplanting of plants, especially natives. I feel
really lucky to be living here in western Michigan, “no sharks, no salt”, and no hurricanes or massive wildfires.

There are signs of hope, of community, of coming together. Personally, I participated in the “Grow A Row”
program with the Lakeshore Food Network and sent many bags of beans, cucumbers and zucchini to that
organization throughout the summer. We’re all about to participate in our Fall Plant Sale where we share the
products of our gardens, and we start to replant (like the irises on Iris Road) as well as our own surroundings.

Gardeners are the true optimists: we plant things we cannot see with the knowledge that plants will come forth
next spring and begin life anew. I see promise in every composted leaf and every harvested pumpkin and
gourd. Let’s look forward to the fall beauty, the serenity of the coming winter, and the growth of new
generations next spring.

Sue Ann

September October November
6 Terry Baldwin 3 Rhonda Hildebrandt 3 Vicki Houk
9 Carol Copeland 12 Carmen Muscat 4 Patricia Otto
12 Bonnie Henretty 19 Sue Joslin 12 Susan Jabrocki
18 Jeanne Knuth 20 Sue Ann Hanson 13 Marilyn Raymond
19 Joan Nelson 22 Dawn Rollenhaven 14 Gig Rose
22 Liz Donakowski 23 Agnes Gray 18 Sandra Luxford
23 Karen Oele 26 Sue Smith 18 Sandra Zwyghuizen
25 Kathy Grossenbacker 30 Linda Starr 20 Diane Davis
28 Karen Klukowski 20 Dianne Portwine

22 Julie Haselhuhn
28 Roxanne Antczak



Karen Klukowski, co-chair of the upcoming Fall Plant Sale, is our featured member in

this Fall issue. Karen was born in Pontiac, Ml and graduated from Pontiac Central High
School. After high school, Karen went to Ferris State University, majoring in Court
Reporting. With that degree, she went to work in the Michigan Worker's Compensation
Court system and worked a circuit of courts from Manistee to St Joseph. After she married
and started her family, she worked in doctors’ offices in Grand Rapids.

She and her husband lived in the Grand Rapids area for 45 years, raising 4 sons during that

& en. dedd time. Her sons are spread out, living in Okemos, MI, Madison, WI, Nashville, TN, and
Miami, FL. Grandchildren include a granddaughter in Nashville who is attending Michigan State this fall, a grandson
who is a senior in high school and a 12 year old in Okemos.

After the death of her husband, Karen picked Ludington as the place she wanted to spend her retirement years. She
and her husband had vacationed in this area many times and she has a lot of good memories of those times
together. Since coming to Ludington, she has become active at St Simons Catholic Church, serving on the committee
providing luncheons for bereaved families after the funeral service.

Karen remembers back to her mother's flower and vegetable gardens and thinks that is where her love of gardening
comes from. Her job in the garden was to weed but the fun would be when Mom let her paint the rocks they would
find.

She came with a friend to an open Garden Club meeting in 2016. The friend didn't have time at that point to join
but Karen was so impressed by the friendliness of the group she joined right away. She continues to be impressed
by our "awesome group that is so well organized". Since joining in 2016, Karen has been part of the Petunia Parade,
White Pine Village, Historian, Leveaux Park and the Fall Plant Sale committees. This year is the 4t year Karen has
co-chaired the very successful Fall Plant Sale. Thank you Karen for your ongoing participation and commitment

to the Garden Club. You are a very valued member!




In July, we met at Sharon Bluhm’s Historical Property (which was once owned by the Dawon Family) for our

business meeting and delightful Garden Party and tour of the beautiful surroundings. Sharon shared her stories
of renovating the property and buildings and the significance of the prior property owner, which inspired her to
write a book, titled “Manierre Dawson: Inventions of the Mind”.
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The Biennial NGC Standard Flower Show (Our Solar System) was held on August 6™ & 7t" at the
Mason County District Library.
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The Award Winners:

Julie Tews Melanie Bettinger Carol Copeland Judy Olson

Terry Baldwin

Sharon Morman

Gail Martin

The People’s Choice:
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A flower show is like a stage production. You see all the actors (exhibits) and they get credit for the success.
However, if not for all the workers behind the scenes, the show wouldn't have happened. So a big THANK
YOU to everyone who helped to make our flower show a success and according to the judges it was a big
success.

Thanks to all those members and their husbands who helped set up and take down tables. Thanks to Julie
Tews and her husband for the unique staging. Thanks to members who painted the pedestals, Barb Scherer,
Jackie Lane, Gale Martin and Sandi Luxfrd. Thanks to Dawn for furnishing the tray tables and to members
who furnished card tables (I lost my list). Thanks to Sue Ann and Mary Ann for making sure that the exhibit
cards were filled out correctly. Thanks to Dawn and her crew for placing all the exhibits. Thanks to Carol
Copeland and her crew of clerks who helped the judges. Thanks to all the members that acted as hostesses
during the show. Thanks to Melinda for the publicity. Thanks to Diane Davis for taking photos and putting
them in our club scrapbook. Thanks to Sue Ann and Julie Tews who store all of our "stuff".

Thank you to all who brought in horticulture exhibits. Thanks to Gwen Jackson who organized the educational
exhibits and those that exhibited, Gwen, Judy Olson and myself. Thanks to Deb Gunderson and Diane Davis
for the good job organizing and setting up the photographic exhibits and to all members who exhibited photos.
Thanks to all those who entered designs, especially our first timers: Sue Ann, Judy Olson, Gail Burkhart,
Susana, Jeanne, Karen, Kathy Grossenbacher and Gale Martin (Hope they will continue). Also thanks to the
other designers, Melanie (2), Jackie Christensen, Diane Nemitz (2), Dawn (2), Gwen, Julie Tews, Sandi
Luxford, Carol Copeland and me (4).

Finally congratulations to our big winners: Melanie, Award of Horticulture Excellence; Terry Bldwin,
Botanical Arts Photography Award, Gwen Jackson, Educational Award, Carol Copeland, Designer's Choice
Award and Diane Nemitz, Table Artistry Award and Design Excellence Award! Thank you all!!

Submitted by Sharon Morman

Congratulations to Garden Club Members, Jeanne Knuth, Julie Tews and Sue Smith, on the awards they
received at the Fair in August. Leann Saxton was named Homemaker of the Year. Julie: 2" place...Jeanne, 5% place.
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A field trip to Lake Bluff Audubon in Manistee was enjoyed by members on August 26™". Gloria Savory, BS-
Foresty, Founder-Mamnistee Audubon Society was a great tour guide and knew both the history of the property
and the significance of the trees with the arboretum.
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Schools for all members sponsored by the Michigan Garden Club:

Grow in your knowledge of gardening, engage in environmental education, develop a greater appreciation for the
Beauty of the environment, both natural and human made. There is still time to register. The school schedules, dates
and locations are located online, along with registration forms, at www.migardenclubs.org.

Environmental School Course lll: Sept. 8 and 9: The two-day class will be held in person, with social
and protocols, at a large facility located outside Midland. More detailed informatgion is available by contacting
Nancy Stark, local Chairwoman, at 989-835 2394.

Gardening School Course lll: September 15 — 16 at 8:00 am to 5:00 pm: Watch MGC website for
additional information.

Flower Show School Course |: September 28 -29 at 8:00 am to 5:00 pm in Petosky: Flower Show School

is a comorehensive program that teaches you all you need to know about judging, entering, competing and charing a
NCG Flower Show. Each course includes horticulure, design and flower show procedures. Sign up if you are
considering becoming a flower show judge, planning to chair a flower show or are just curious. Registration deadline is
September 11.

Environmental School Course IV: October 13-14, outside Midland: Additional information above under
Environment School Course lll.

Landscape Design School Course lll: October 18-19 at 8:30 am to 3:30 pm daily: This course will be held at
Robinson Baptist Church, 12011 N. 120%™, Grand Haven, hosted by Tri-Cities Garden Club and District IV. Contact
Lynn Smith at (616) 690-0681 or Igsmith2233 @gmail.com for additional information. Registration deadline is
October 8, 2021.

Gardening School Course IV: November 10-11 at 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 pm: Watch MGC website for additional
Information.

MGC/Central Region Events for this Fall:

District IV Flower Show “Color Me Fall”: September 11 and 12: At the Frederik Meijer Gardens and Sculptue
Park, 1000 E. Beltline NE, Grand Rapids. This event will be hosted by District IV, Kent Garden Club and West Michigan
Flower Arranger’s Guild. The show will include horticulture, floral design, artistic crafts, photography and a children’s
Activity. The flower show is included in the admission price of Meijer Gardens.

District V Fall Meeting: October 7 at 8:00 am to 5:00 pm: In Traverse City. Additional information will be coming
soon.

Central Region Convention: November 1: Will be held at a Zoom meeting. Additional information is
Available at the Central Region website, www.ngccentralregion.org,.



http://www.migardenclubs.org/
mailto:lgsmith2233@gmail.com
http://www.ngccentralregion.org/

Upcoming Local Events:

September 10 & 11-Apple and BBQ Festival: Silver Lake: Friday, 12:00 pm to 9:30 pm...Saturday, 10:00 am to
9:00 pm. Silver Lake Drive, Hart.

September 11 at 9:00 am to 1:00 pm: Garden Club Fall Plant Sale and White Elephant Sale in Leveaux Park,
Ludington.

September 11 at 8:00 am to 1:00 pm: Ludington Petunia Parade plant removal day. Contact Marilyn Austin at
marilynaustin@gmail.com for more information.

September 11 at 10:00 am to 6:00 pm: Scottbille Fall Festival. Located throughout downtown Scottville,
Riverside Park and the Clown Band Shell. Admission is free. Featuring a wide variety of activities: music, tractor pull,
Farmer’s Market, wine tasting, pumpkin painting, pedal pull, ribbon cutting, corn hole tournament, the Scottville
Clown Band and more. Contact Nancy Sanford at West Shore Bank at (231) 757-4751 for additional information

September 11 at 12:00 pm to 5:00 pm: Bus Day and music at Big Sable Point Lighthouse. Bus transportant from
12:00 pm to 5:00 pm. Music by Joe and Mark at the Lighthouse.

September 25 &26 — Pentwater Fall Festival: Village Green on Saturday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. Sunday, 10:00 am
to 3:00 pm.

September 25 at 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm: Octoberfest in downtown Ludington ast the James Street Plaza. Enjoy chili
walk, kids’ games, live musch, German food and beer.

November 27 at 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm: “Aglow on the Avenue Parade” in downtown Ludington: Celebrate the
start of the holdiay season with an evening parade. See Santa and Mrs. Claus during the glowing event!

Last Days of Area Famers’ Markets:

Ludington - Fridays, ending September 24 at the North James Street Plaza.

Scottville — Saturdays, ending on September 25 on the sidewalks in downtown Scottville.
Pentwater — Mondays and Thursdays, ending September 6 on the Pentwater Village Green.
Manistee — Saturday, ending October 2 on Memorial Drive.
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Fall Fun With Kids In The Garden:

Kids love playing in the dirt and Fall is the perfect time to do so. Let them pull up non-producing
vegetables and annuals, rake leaves and collect seeds for Spring planting.

There’s never a bad tine for a bug hunt and with cooler temperatures and moist soil, Fall is full of
kid-friendly critters like spiders and snails.

Got pumpkins? Have the kids give them a home in your Fall garden décor.
Turn empty gourds into bird feeders, planters or herb gardens.
If you’re feeling especially creative, make a pumpkin scarecrow with the kids.

Fall is the perfect time to plant Spring-blooming flower blubs, like tulips and daffodils. The kids will love
planting an area they have selected and anticipating the flowers in the Spring.

Weater too cold for Fall planting? Create a rock garden or a fairy garden instead.

Fall is the season to plant trees and shrubs. Do your homework to make sure you pick the right tree for
your

space and let the kids plant their own tree to watch it grow through the years.

Encourage your kids to capture your Fall garden with a camera, sketch pad or crayons.

They can paint rocks or flower pots to be ready for next Spring planting.

Teach them to keep your birdbath and bird feeders clean and full.
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The sure sign of Fall is seeing perfectly shaped mums at every store. The

colors are autumnal and welcoming. If you’re bying them to put by your door for a

few weeks or the season, you’re probably super happy and enjoy them. If you live

in a colder zone, and have tried to plant one in the ground, hoping for years of beauty,
you’ve most likely been disappointed. Here are two opetion when thinking about mums.

Option One: Traditional chrysanthemums (mums) that we see everywhere are considered tender

perennials. This means that if the hope is to plant them in the ground and have them return next year,

there are a lot of uncertain varitables. Where and when they’re planted will determine if they have enough
time to establish roots. If the winter is extra cold and harsh, they won’t really have a good chance of serviving.
That’s why the mums we see everywhere are best enjoyed as an annual.

To help them last longer, make sure to buy ones where most of the flowers are still closed. This way, they’ll
have a longer bloom time at your house.

Option Two: Hardy Mammoth mums (garden mums) will return year after year. These mums are hardy
down to -30 degrees Fahreneit. The plants grow much larger, about 3-5 feet and maintain the nice dome-
like shape as an annual mum. The one thing to remember when considering hardy mums is that the year
you buy these, they will not look full and domed. They need to be planted in the ground for a year before
they maintain their shape. But they have the same autumnal colors wwith larger more vibrant blooms!

Both mums are beautifu and useful. Knowing which one works best for you makes all the difference!

Recipes submitted by Garden Club Members.

Apple Enchiladas These Apple Enchiladas are a great fall or winter dessert...easier than pie or cake but smells great in
the oven. Few ingredients and ready to eat in minutes. This goes well after many meals, or serve it with breakfast.

Cook time: 20 Min Prep time: 10 Min Serves: 6-8

Ingredients

21 oz can apple pie filling

6 8" tortillas

1 tsp cinnamon

1/2 c butter

1/2 c white sugar

1/2 c brown sugar

1/2 c water

Directions

1. Start with a 9x13 casserole dish. Spoon about one heaping quarter cup of pie filling evenly down the center of each

tortilla. Sprinkle with cinnamon; roll up, tucking in edges; and place seam side down in prepared dish.

2. In a medium saucepan over medium heat, combine butter, white sugar, brown sugar and water. Bring to a boil, stirring

constantly; reduce heat and simmer 3 minutes. Pour sauce over enchiladas and let stand 45 minutes.

3. Bake 350 degrees in preheated oven 20 minutes, or until golden. Serve with vanilla ice cream or as a side dish to ham.
Submitted by Diane Davis
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Pumpkin Spice Bars: Icing:

4 eggs 1 Three- ounce pkg. cream cheese softened

1 can (15 oz.) solid-pack pumpkin 2 cups confectioners sugar

1 cup vegetable oil % cup butter, softened

2 cups all-purpose flour 1 tsp. vanilla extract

2 tsps. baking powder 1-2 cups of milk

2 tsps. ground cinnamon

1 tsp baking soda (Beat cream cheese, confectioners sugar, butter and
% tsp. salt vanilla in a small bowl. Add enough mil to achieve
% tsp. ground ginger spreading consistency. Spread over bars.)

% tsp. ground cloves
% cup dried cranberries (opt)

In a mixing bowl, beat eggs, sugar, pumpkin and oil until blended. Combine flour, baking powder, cinnamon, baking
Soda, salt, ginger and cloves: add to pumpkin mixture just until combined. Stir in cranberries. Pout into greased
15x10x1 inch baking pan. Bake at 350 degrees for 25-30 minutes or until toothpick inserted near center comes out
clean. Cool completely on a wire rack. Store in fridge. Yields 2 doz. Submitted by Sue Smith

TAE
Chicken Surprise:
Chicken breast or chicken tenders (how ever many you choose)
Chicken with Rice & Vegetable Soup
Cream of Chicken and/or Mushroom Soup with extra rice

Instructions:
Brown chicken. Mix soups and rice in crockpot, add chicken. Let simmer four hours. May have to add some chicken
Broth or water. This recipe takes imagination...Have Fun! Submitted by Sue Smith

In A Garden
Poet: Dorothy Frances Gurney

The kiss of the sun for pardon

The song of the birds for mirth,
You're nearer God's heart in a garden
Than anywhere else on earth.
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The following recipes where shared by Garden Club Members in 2008 after a potluck at the home of Jackie
Christensen:

Asparagus and White Bean Salad:
% to 1# fresh asparagus

6-7 dried tomatoes

(Snap tough ends of asparagus. Steam asparagus and tomatoes for 2 minutes. Plunge asparagus into ice
Water to cool; drain. Chop tomatoes and cut asparagus into 1 inch pieces.

1 15 oz. can Cannellini beans, rinsed and drained
1 bunch green onions sliced
1 tsp. capers, drained

Dressing:
1 garlic clove minced

1 tbls. brown sugar

2 tbls. Olive oil

2 tbls. White wine vinegar

1 tablespoon water

2 tsps. Spicy brown mustard

% tsp. dried rubbed sage

Y tsp. salt

Several grinds of black pepper

Whisk dressing ingredients. Combine with other ingredients and toss gently. Chill until ready to serve at least
One hour. Serve over mixed salad greens. Deb Gundersen’s recipe.
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Sneaky Potato Salad: Dressing

3 Ibs. small redskin potatoes 2 cups reduced fat mayonnaise
2 tbl. olive oil % cup reduced fat sour cream
3 shallots, sliced (optional) 1 tbl. sugar

4 hard boiled eggs, chopped 2 tbls. cider vinegar

% |b. bacon, fried 3 tbls. Dijon mustard

4 cups fresh spinach, chopped

1% cups celery, sliced

6 green onions, thinly sliced on the diagonal

1/3 cup fresh dill, chopped

Morton “Nature’s Seasoning”, salt and pepper to taste

Scrub potatoes and cut into quarters. Place in a large pot, add cold water to cover by at least one inch above the
Potatoes. Bring to boil; continue boiling 20 minutes or until cooked. Drain the potatoes and cool. Meanwhile, if
Using challots, heat the olive oil in a small skillet. Add challots and saute until caramelized (about 6 minutes). They
will be golden brown.

In a large serving bowl, add the shallots, eggs, crumbled bacon, spinach, celery, green onions and dill. Add cooled
potatoes and gently combine all ingredients Sprinkle with seasons. In a medium bowl, whisk together the dressing
ingredients; taste and adjust seasonings as desired. Pour the dressing over the salad and gently mix together.
Serve immediately or refrigerate until ready to serve. Serves 12....Maureen Myers' recipe
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As always, Ladies, Gwen and | have enjoyed putting this Newsletter together for you. We hope you have
enjoyed this edition of “over the picket fence.” So good to be able to meet again and to get back to some

“normaility” with events and field trips. These have been a busy couple of months and looks like we can
look forward to many more. Happy Holidays....stay safe...and God Bless!

Don’t hesitate to contact us with your thoughts, ideas and suggestions for the newsletter. They are always
welcomed. Yours in Gardening....Diane Davis and Gwen )Jackson

Club Collect

Keep us, o God, ever mindful of nature’s ¢enerous
Bounty. May we always bear in mind it is our to
Trust, to protect, to nurture and to enjoy

Mrs. C.C. Caswell
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