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   Thoughts from our President: 
 
Hello Gardeners- 

With March already here, the warming has begun and I’m getting ready to order seeds, check out the 

vegetable garden structure, and start my plans for another composted manure application.  As I start my last 

year as president, I will continue to build a foundation to take us into the future. 

But I don’t want to ignore the crises that abound around the world.  While our local community is stable and 

healthy, there are many things occurring to which we need to pay attention.  Please, as you go about your 

spring plans, keep this mantra forefront: 

THINK GLOBALLY, ACT LOCALLY.         Your President, Sue Ann 
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        Welcome to New Members: 
             2021                                  2022 
         Becky Alway                        Linda Burns                                                          
        Kathy Grossenbacher             Kim Genter 
          Frances VanAmeyden            Liz Krupa 

                                                                                   Jeanne Knuth                           Idy Kiser 
                                                                                   Viann Prinski                             
                                                                 

    

 

 
                                                                        

 
 
 
Tews Tips and Tricks: 

 

 Getting Ready for Spring- 
 

Pruning trees and shrubs: Major pruning of trees, shrubs and perennials should be done in the early spring after winter 
dieback is evident. Late March and April is a good time to prune semi-woody perennials, boxwood, holly, firethorn, clematis 
and other woody vines, roses, and summer flowering shrubs.  Before you start pruning shrubs, you need to know when they 
bloom.  Wait to prune spring flowering shrubs like lilacs, azaleas, and rhododendrons after they’ve finished blooming, but 
before the 4th of July.  If they’re pruned before blooming, you’ll remove their flower buds. You can mark any branches you 
want to prune, so that you can find them later, after the tree has leafed out. 

 
Prune summer flowering shrubs, such as butterfly bush, rose of Sharon, spirea, and potentilla before the foliage emerges. 
Summer flowering shrubs bloom on this year’s new growth and a proper spring pruning promotes more new growth and 
stronger stems. Take off 1/4 to 1/3 or more each year to keep plants compact and encourage more blooms and stronger 
stems in the summer.  For trees, prune any branches that cross or are growing back towards the inside of the tree. Only 
prune to the branch collar, the slight swelling right next to the trunk. That is the area where most of the healing growth 
comes from. Prune water sprouts (straight shoots that emerge from the trunk or old branches). 
 
Some plants are naturally late to emerge in the spring. Varieties like butterfly bush, rose of Sharon, sweetspire (Itea) and 
summersweet (Clethra) won’t show signs of life until May. Hardy hibiscus will be another perennial that’s slow to show signs 
of life the spring. Cut stems of the plant down to about an inch tall. Clean up around all these plant types and be patient.                 

Happy Spring, Juls!                  
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                                       Seventy  Years of Gardening in Leveaux Park:  
 

          (Taken from newspaper article, July, 1957)   
 

              “ In 1925, the City of  Ludington set apart the triangular strip of land lying between Stafford street, Ludington Avenue 

and Leveaux place for a park  At the suggestion of Leveaux post No. 2409, Veteran of Foreign Wars, it was named Leveaux 
Park, in honor of Cosmer and Emery Leveaux and sister,  Amy, all of whom lost their lives In Word War I. 
Cosmer, an enlisted man in the Unites States Navy, was the first Mason county man to lose his life in that conflict.  Emery 
lost  his life while serving with the United States Merchant Marine and Amy gave hers as a Unites States Army nurse. 
 
But Leveaux park was really nothing much but a tangle of trees and unkept lawns with a name, until the women of the 
Mason County Garden Club adopted it as their foster child.  Five years ago (in 1952) when East Ludington avenue was 
widened, the women of the Mason County Garden Club asked permission to take over this park as  their particular 
project.  The city commission gladly nodded approval and the transformation began. 
 
Under the chairmanship of one of their members, Mrs. A.I. Silander, and guided in their planning by her husband, a 
landscape architect, the women went to work.  Some of the trees were cut down, flower beds were laid out and grass 
was planted.  The first year, 1,500 spring flowering bulbs were planted in the flower beds  bordering the streets.  Since 
then, 500 more bulbs have been added.  Low growing shrubs and some lovely perennials are in the plantings and every 
spring annuals by the hundreds are set in the beds.”   
 
Members of the Club now take turns at planting, watering, weeding and caring for the mass of shrubs, perennials and 
gorgeous display of annuals which border the beautiful green lawn on all three sides of the park.  In the Spring, the 
Mason County Garden Club holds their annual Plant Exchange and White Elephant Sale at the Park and, in the Fall, a 
Plant Sale and White Elephant Sale. 
 
Here are a few pictures which were given to me, as Historian of the Club, which appeared in the newspaper over the 
years.  Excuse the quality, but enjoy.  (Diane D) 
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Garden Club Pictures Related to Past Year’s Involvement With Leveaux Park: 
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“The gardener at the far right (Bonnie Parker) is Sue Ann’s Aunt, 
who was president of the Garden Club at two different “times.  



 
 

                                                                              
 

These pictures are some members working in the gardens (don’t know when it was taken) and some of  
our plant exchange/plant sales in the Park.  Could not find any recent pictures of the Club maintaining the park 
(will make sure this is done this year).   
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Here are some photos of “happenings” after the last Newsletter was published.   
 
      December:  Christmas Luncheon, Auction and Installation of Officers: 
 

                      

      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

-6-- 

 

Dianne Portwine 

 
Judy Olson Jackie Christensen 

Sue Ann Hanson 

 
Mary Margaret Scanlon 

Sandi Luxford 

Christmas Bag Raffle 25 years for Joanne Krone 
25 years for Gig Rose 

2022 Executive Board 

Dawn Rollenhagen, Dianne Portwine, Gail Burkhart, Sherry Bernard, Marilyn Austin, Sharon Mormon, Judy Olson, Sue Ann Hanson 



  
                                   February:  Luncheon at Stix Restaurant in Ludington: 
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Garden Club Meetings and Events: 
March 24-1:00  p.m.       Social Potluck-United Methodist Church 
April 29 – 1:00   p.m.      Meeting and Program—“Growing Lavender” 
May 21 – 9:00 a.m.        Petunia Parade Planting Day-Cartier Mansion 
May 26 – 1:00 p.m.        Meeting and Program—“Butterflies and Skippers” 
Ongoing:  Garden Therapy…Second Thursday (March through November) at 10:30 a.m. at Ludington Woods 
                   Cups of Cheer—Third Wednesday of each month at 1:00 p.m. at Senior Center 
                   Gardening Angels –Every Tuesday at White Pine Village at 10:00 a.m. (April through October) 
 

                                     MGC Information of Interest: 
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Recipes Submitted by Members:                           

 
          Orange Dreamsicle Salad     (Submitted by Sue Smith) 

 
              Ingredients:                                                            Instructions:                                                                              

          1 box orange Jello                                                 In a large bowl, combine orange Jello and boiling water.  
                       1 box instant vanilla pudding                              Whisk until Jello is dissolved. 
                       1 cup boiling water                                               Add cold water and allow to chill for 15 min. in frig. 
                       ½  cup cold water                                                  Slowly whisk in vanilla pudding mix until smooth. 
                       1 Cool Whip 8 oz.                                                  Chill for another 15-20 minutes, or until it becomes 
                       1 can mandarin oranges 14 oz., drained           slightly thickened. 
                       1 cup mini marshmallows                                    Fold in Cool Whip, mandarin oranges and marshmallows. 

               
           
 

      Potato soup   (Submitted by Vi Buss..snowbird in Arizona)  

       Makes a lot or a little depends on how many potatoes you use. 
 

      Ingredients: 
 5 to 6 large potatoes diced 

      1 med to large onion diced 
      4 or 5 stalks celery diced 

     Seasoning: 

     Salt  & pepper to taste  (usually start with 1 tsp salt and ½  tsp pepper) 
     Parsley  flakes (dried)  1 to 2 tsp. 
     Dash  of dried basil  (just a little)   I use a little dried cilantro also.  
     1 or 2 quart container of veg broth or chicken broth (beef too strong) or use 1 container of broth  
     and  fill with water. 
     Cook  until tender - I use pressure cooker at 10 lbs pressure for 10 minutes.   
     Fry or microwave 1 to 1½  lbs  bacon.  Dice 

 
     When pressure cooker is done, cool immediately and add bacon, bring back up to simmer for 5 or 6     

minutes and enjoy.   You can add 1 to 2 cups of milk if you want a creamy soup and use potato masher to 
mash potatoes just a little for a thicker soup.     Serve with biscuits or bread rolls. Tastes better the second or 
third day, if any left.    
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Attracting Pollinators 

As you search the flower catalogs and garden centers this spring planning your 
flower beds and flowering pots, give some thought to the flowering plants that 
attract pollinators. Butterflies, hummingbirds and honey bees are called 
pollinators because they carry pollen on them from one plant to another, ensuring 
that plants reproduce. Flowers rich with nectar attract the pollinators. Nearly 
80% of all flowering plants depend on pollinators. They are the most critical 
factor in the production of our fruits, vegetables and flowers. Things to look for 
in a plant to attract pollinators are - 

 Brightly colored blooms 

 Fragrance 

 Trumpet-shaped blooms for pollinators with long tongues, such as 
hummingbirds, which can reach nectar deep inside the bloom 

 Cup-shaped flowers for pollinators with small mouthparts 

 Flowers with flat tops on which butterflies can sit while they sip the nectar 
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I hope you have enjoyed this edition of “over the picket fence.”  Please help me out with future editions by 
submitting ideas, articles, recipes and suggestions. I want to be able to continue with the newsletter, as I 
feel it is important to be able to communicate in this way and you can be a big part in helping me do so. Stay 
safe and, hopefully, I will see you at the meeting this month.   Yours In Gardening, Diane D.    

 

 
For More Information, Check Out: 
MCGC:    www.masoncountygardenclub.org 
NGC:       www.gardenclub.org 
MGC:      www.migardenclubs.org 
 

                    
                      
 
 
 
 
 

                          Club Collect 
Keep us, O God, ever mindful of nature’s generous 

bounty May we always bear in mind it is ours in trust, to 

protect, to nurture and to enjoy. 
                       Mrs. C.C. Caswell 
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