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http://www.masoncountygardenclub.org/

:.;E.\"_;\»‘ Note from Garden Club President:

Dear Gardeners —

Gardening life is becoming more and more uncertain. I think the spring of 2022 will

g0 down as one of the oddest springs in our history. Who ever thought that we’d see both freezing
temperatures AND 80 degrees occurring in APRIL! May wasn’t much better with temperatures reaching
almost 90. While we can’t alter our climate on a daily basis, we can plan and plant for it.

Think of removing unproductive lawns with native plants. Try to include plants that can host many types of
pollinators and beneficial insects. Conserve water by considering native plants with deep root systems.

Capture water with rain gardens and rain barrels. Have water sources (bird baths, flat water bowls) for birds
and butterflies, and maybe a chipmunk or two.

Let’s hope our summer is less volatile than our spring. And we get rain when our fields and forests need it most.

Happy Gardening!
Sue Ann
June
4 Liz Krupa

7 Diane Nemitz
23 Barb Scherer
23 Sharon
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Birthday!

July
1 Judy Lehtinen
5 Christine Schulte
7 Pat Bettin
9 Marilyn Austin
12 Melinda Dougherty
15 Cathy Claus
17 Carolyn Ptaszenski

Welcome to New Members:

Susan Kaplan
Sharon Edgar
Victoria Mohl

August
10 Frances lInicky-VanAmeyden

14 Viann Prinski



Don’t
FORGET!
i

Michigan Garden Clubs’ Upcoming Events:

June 2022

8-9 MGC State Conference Lansing

14 Gold Star By-Way Memorial Dedication Rust Park, Grand Blanc
25 Tri-Cities GC Garden Walk 10 AM — 4 PM Grand Haven

July 2022
9-10 Welcome to My Garden Tour 10 — 11 AM Marshall

10 Evening Bloomers GC Garden Walk 1 — 5 PM Mount Pleasant

13 Come to an Enchanted Garden Luncheon 11:30 AM — 3 PM Charlevoix
14-16 Nature’s Creative Edge- Spring Lake

22-23 Kalamazoo Garden Council Flower Show F-2-6; Sa-10-5 Kalamazoo
23 “Summer Dreams” Garden Walk 10 AM — 4 PM Farmington

23 Port Sanilac Garden Walk 10 AM — 4 PM Port Sanilac

28 “Give Bees a Chance” Flower Show 12:30 — 6 PM Onekama

August 2022
9-10 Tri-Refresher Zoom

Mason County Garden Club Events:

June

June 4: 11:00 a.m. —1:00 p.m....Spring Plant Exchange and White Elephant Sale...Leveaux Park...Ludington

June 23: 1:00 p.m. Meeting and Program...”Conservation in Home Gardening” — Dani McGarry, Executive
Director, Mason Lake Conservation District. — United Methodist Church

June 25: 10:00 a.m. —4:00 p.m...Summer Herb Festival — On The Farm — 6894 W. Lake Rd., Mears, Ml

July
July 28: 11:00 a.m. -Brunch Under The Beech: Home of Sandi Luxford, Member — 702 N, Lakeshore Dr., Ludington

August
August 24: 1:00 p.m. Meeting and Program...”Flower Pressing Workshop”..Susan Joslin, Member



FARMERS
MARKET

J Dates and Times of 2022 Local Farmers Markets:

Ludington:
Ludington’s farmers’ market operates from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Fridays from May — September. The Ludington

Market is located in downtown Ludington under the pavilion at Legacy Plaza on North James Street.

Scottville:
Scottville’s farmers’ market operates on Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. from June — October on the sidewalks in
downtown Scottville.

Pentwater:
Pentwater has two farmers’ markets during the summer months, one on Mondays and one on Thursdays. Both are from
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on the Pentwater Village. June until Labor Day.

Manistee:
Manistee’s farmers’ market is located on Memorial Drive and is open on Saturdays from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., May 27
to October 7.

Suggested Weeding Dates for Ludington Petunia Parade:

Now that we have warm weather, everything will be needing WEEDING! Lucky for us, two businesses

are donating ice cream and beverages when you weed the Petunias! (If you weed on the suggested dates)
NOTICE that you don't have to weed ON the day, but very close to it. Also, all our petunia weeding dates
in our yearbook are AOK - no changes. Look for emails from Roxy or Sue Ann if weather or other conflicts
force a change in weeding dates.

June 4 (Weeding Benchmark Date)
June 18 (WBD)

July 2 (WBD) Touch up for the 4t
July 16 (WBD)

July 30 (WBD)

August 13 (WBD)

August 27 (WBD)
Sept. 27 (Removal Day) Sept. 5 is Labor Day.



Julie’s Tips and Tricks

To-Do List

Annuals:

Annuals should be filling in and blooming beautifully. Be sure to fertilize them regularly to help keep them healthy and
flowering well. For great blooms, use a water soluble fertilizer every 10 days to two weeks when watering.

Annuals add color to the garden through out the season. It’s not too late to plant them either in beds or containers.

If some areas of annuals aren’t blooming or filling out as well as they have in the past years take a look at how much sun
the area receives. Trees may be shading the area more now than in past years.

Perennials

For continuous interest in the garden, fill your perennial garden with 25 percent spring bloomers, 50 percent summer
bloomers and 25 percent fall bloomers. Consider height, texture, and color when selecting your plants. For best results, plant
in mass with three to five plants in one area. Space properly and leave room for plants to grow. Keep perennials blooming

longer by deadheading them: cut off the old, dying blooms. This is a great therapeutic activity for stressful days-snip, snip,
snip!

gardening

It grounds us ... gets us out of our
busy heads and back into our bodies.
Alone there on our knees, we can breathe.
With our nurturing hands duly occupied
while gardening we allow ourselves

’

the time & space to truly feel ~
peace, pride, satisfaction, joy.




Timetable of Gardening Activities

SUMMER
Prune from June through July.
Water during the growing season, as needed; usually 1" a week is sufficient.
Weed throughout the growing season.
Remove dead flowers from annuals throughout the growing season to
promote continuous bloom.
Spot-fertilize as needed up until the end of August; feed roses regularly.
Do not dig up or transplant trees or shrubs now.

EARLY SUMMER (late June)

Fertilize azalea and rhododendrons with oak-leaf compost or cottonseed
meal after blooming.

Apply a mulch of grass clippings around roses to conserve moisture and
control weeds.

Divide bearded irises and replant.

Apply 2 tablespoons of 5-10-10 granular fertilizer around each rose plant;
mix well, evenly with the soil.

MIDSUMMER (July and August)

Order fall crocus or colchicum for planting at the end of August.
Stop fertilizing roses at end of August.

LATE SUMMER (early September)

e o o o

Replenish organic mulches around trees and shrubs.

Give flowering annuals one last dose of fertilizer for extended bloom.
Beginning of September, feed lawn and aerate if too compact.
Mid-September, dig up summer-flowering bulbs and dry, before storing.
Plant late-blooming annuals.

Did You Know?

Dandelions are NOT weeds, but are from the
same family as sunflowers.

1cup of dandelion greens = 535% of your
daily recommended vitamin K and 112% of %
vitamin A. 1,-,

ADandelion Seed can travel upto 5 v g’ ;
miles beforeitlands. SShgl )
y;%\ £ ‘.

Every part of the dandelion is
edible.




ou The Mason County Garden Club awarded a $1,000 scholarship to Olivia Donahue, from Mason
II]('[I}UI’W'-’ County Central. She is planning on studying Environmental Science/Sustainability and
" Environmental Law. Olivia received her award on May 24, 2022 at the awards ceremony. The
Award was presented to her by her high school Guidance Counselor, Joan Vidak. Submitted by
Christine Schulte

NATIONAL GARDEN WEEK
June 5-11, 2022
Sponsored by
. National Garden Clubs, Inc.
' and

MICHIGAN GARDEN CLUBS,INC.

Gardening adds
years to your life
& life to your

' years..



Pictures of “Happenings” since last newsletter was published:

Planting Pots for Downtown Ludington: Below are pictures of Christine Schulte, Sandi Luxford

and Julie Tews. In all, they filled 24 large pots to beautify our city.
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Cups of Cheer-March, April, May




Ladies making Easter arrangements and
Coloring Spring pictures.




Planting the boxes in the courtyard at Ludington Woods on a cold and windy day with the help of only one
resident and the maintenance man.

March, April and May Meetings and Programs: “ Potluck”, “Growing Lavender” with Patty Harmon, Master Gardener:
“Butterflies and Skippers” by Dave Dister, Consulting Ecologist and May Baskets.

March Meeting:

-10-



May Meeting:

os & Skippers
; Michigat

Recipes submitted by Garden Club Members:

HAM & CHEESE MACARONI SALAD

1 Ib. package shell macaroni (cook, drain and cool).

1 Ib. extra sharp cheddar cheese (cut into small or large chunks). | prefer smaller.
1 each green, red and yellow peppers (diced).

1 pkg. cubed ham chunks or cooked ham cut to your preference.

8 boiled eggs (diced).

SAUCE

9 tbs. sugar

6 tbs. vinegar

1 bottle Heinz chili sauce
1% tsp. salt

1% cups salad dressing

Garlic powder and pepper to taste. Blend sauce ingredients until smooth. ( | use a wisk) .

Taste to make sure the flavor is what you want. May need to add more sugar, vinegar, etc.

Pour sauce over top ingredients and stir. It's best to make at least 4 hours before serving to let flavors
marinate together. Makes a lot of delicious salad for a crowd or cut back for small portion. | make the
original receipt because it is so good, always gets eaten fast. Submitted by Violet Buss

Asparagus and Bacon Pizza

Fry about % Ib. of chopped bacon until almost crisp. (Drain)

On a purchased 12" pizza crust, spread 6 to 8 oz. shredded Mozzarella cheese

Top with fried bacon, raw asparagus chopped (about 1 % cups), cherry tomatoes cut in half, and sprinkle with red pepper
flakes to taste.

Dot with about 4 ounces of goat cheese.

Bake at 375 for about 15-20 minutes. Submitted by Deb Gundersen

-11-



Gluten Free Healthy Mock Snickers Bars
Ingredients:
Dates (pitted or remove pits)
Peanut Butter (I use natural but any smooth type will work)
Cocktail peanuts both whole and crushed
Dark chocolate (I use chocolate chips)

Fill the center of the pitted date halfway with peanut butter. Add one or 2 peanuts (depending on the size of the dates)
and close. Drizzle with melted dark chocolate and top with crushed peanuts. Refrigerate

Notes: | found that it's easier and neater to use a pastry bag to fill the dates with peanut butter but you can use a
spoon. | also like freezing them if | use small dates as they are nice and chewy. Submitted by Liz Krupa

Protect Yourself From Fleas and Ticks:

Recipe for Flea and Tick spray.

1 Cup of water in a spray bottle
20 drops of Eucalyptus 100% pure essential oil
20 drops of Lemongrass 100% pure essential oil

Shake well and spray shoes, pant legs and anything else
you might think there is a need for.
It is not harmful to humans and smells wonderful! Submitted by Sue Smith

'PLANTS THAT KEEP
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| hope you have enjoyed this edition of “over the picket fence.” Please help me out with future editions
by submitting ideas, articles, recipes and suggestions. Stay safe and healthy and, hopefully, | will see you at
the meeting this month. Yours in Gardening, Diane D

For More Information, Check Out:

MCGC: www.masoncountygardenclub.org

NGC: www.gardenclub.org

MGC: www.migardenclubs.org

Also check us out on our Facebook Page at Mason County Garden Club

Club Collect
Keep us, O God, ever mindful of nature’s generous
bounty. May we always bear in mind it is ours in trust to
protect, to nurture and to enjoy.
Mrs. C.C. Caswell
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