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September                                    October                                       November                                     

 9     Carol Copeland                         3     Rhonda Hildebrandt                   3    Vicki Houk 

 17   Bonnie Henretty                        5     Randee Smith                            13   Marilyn Raymond 

 19   Joan Nelson                               12   Carmen Muscat                         14    Gig Rose 

 28   Karen Klukowski                      19   Sue Joslin                                  18    Sandra Luxford 

                                                          20    Sue Ann Hanson                       18    Sandra Zwyghuizen 

                                                          22    Dawn Rollenhagen                   20    Diane Davis  

                                                          30    Linda Starr                                20    Dianne Portwine    

                                                          30    Deb Tennant                              22   Julie Haselhuhn                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                    22    Linda Wolven 

                                                                                                                    26    Roxanne Anctzak 
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Mason County Garden Club Events: 
 

September: 
Thursday, September 23 – 1:00 p.m. -  Meeting and Program –United Methodist Church- Landscape Design & Beautification 

Awards.  Program: African Violets – A Household Staple.  Michigan Garden Club’s Educational Video.   
 
October: 
Thursday, October 23 – 1:00 p.m. – Meeting and Program – United Methodist Church – Program:  Foraging For Wild Edible 

and Medicinal Flants & Fungi – Presented by Josh Shields, Ph.D., Mason, Lake and Manistee Conservation Districts.  
 
November: 
Thursday, November 20 = 1:00 p.m. – Meeting and Program – United Methodist Church – Program: Christmas Craft 
Workshop– Fairy Wand Plant Stakes – Presented by club members, Judy Olson and Gail Burkhart. 
 

December: 
Thursday, December 11 – 1:00 p.m. –  United Methodist Church  - Annual Meeting and Installation of Officers - Holiday 
Luncheon…Good Friends, Good Food and Great Season – Potluck and “Christmas Bag Raffle.”  
 
 
 
 

Michigan Garden Club Awards: 
 
MGC Award Incentives: 
All 1st Place Club Awards in each size category will receive $50..  All lst Place Individual Awards will receive $25. 
 
All 2nd Place Club Awardsin each size category will receive $25.  Second place individual awards do not receive a 
monetary award. 
 
MCG Award Directions: 
Note:   All general awards are due to MGC Stte Awards Chair no later than October 1st.  
 
Sugmit application electronically whenever possible to General Awards Chairman: 
     Kathy Wolverton 
     (616) 460-5957 
     kwolverton@migardenclub.org 
 

Further instructions can be found on the Michigan Garden Clubs, Inc. website. 
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Julie’s Tips and Tricks 
 

  

 

 

                                                              Fall Garden Checklist 
 

Taking care of your fall garden makes your garden healthy and gorgeous next year too. Here's a fall garden checklist 
that will help you know what to do now. 

 
Knock some items off the fall garden checklist: 

        By the end of the summer, some plants have passed their prime and the garden may start looking like it's ready for a 
winter rest. But it doesn't mean that it has to stop looking beautiful. I've compiled a fall garden checklist of things to do 
during the fall to make sure your garden shines in the spring. Some of the tasks will add instant impact, and others will 
help your garden look wonderful again next year. It takes some work to make a garden gorgeous year round, but I 
divided the list into early, mid and late fall to divide up the work. It's much easier to do a little bit of work here and 
there.  

 
Early fall garden checklist: 
Transfer perennials or tender perennials from containers into the garden or indoors to overwinter.  

 
Pull out the camera and snap some shots of what you've accomplished this year. Don't forget to take a few photos of 
areas that need improvement, too.  

 
Summer annuals often look great right up until frost, but you may want to plant cold-tolerant annuals and 
refresh containers- especially those in high visibility spots with autumn plants- for a few extra weeks of frost proof  
color. 

 
Shop for tree, shrub and perennial bargains and get them in the ground asap . 
Buy spring-blooming bulbs early for the best selection. Store them in a cool spot until you're ready to plant.  
Stop feeding your perennials, trees and shrubs six weeks before your average first frost. 
Divide perennials that bloom in late spring and summer, such as daylilies and daisies. 
Bring houseplants inside before night temperatures dip into the 50's. 

 Watch for inserts and treat the problem to cut down on overwintering populations. 
Watering the garden in the fall!!!!  

 
        The last tool you should put away for winter is your garden hose!!!!  It has been an unusually dry summer, and our  
        plants  are going to suffer going into winter if they are dry. Stress on a plant is never good but going into late fall and 

winter with unhappy plants could be its demise! Plants need at least an inch of water a week, every week and we have 
not had that this summer. With no rain in sight, give them a good soaking, not a sprinkle! If you got new plants at the  

        fall  sale, they will need extra care. They were dug up, put in a pot and probably not put in the ground for days. They 
need water water water! People always say they can't get their mums to come back, they need water everyday once  

         you put them in the ground. They are used to getting water everyday in the nursery and you just took that away, they 
won't be happy drying out, they stress and will not make it through the winter. You spent the money on them now, 
spend the time and keep them alive!   Water Water Water!!!!         
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                      Free tip: If your house is a mess, go in the garden.  

                                  The mess won't bother you there 
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August:  In  August we had our biennial Standard Flower show, with the theme being “America The Beautiful.”  It was held at 
the Ludington Senior Center.  The purpose of a standard flower show is to educate clubmembers and the viewing public, to 
stimulare interest in horticulture and floral design: to provide an outlet for creative expression and to convey to the community 
the objective of the National Garden Club.  Flower shows provide a unique opportunity for floral designers, horticulturalists, 
judges and the viewing public to become an integral part of the creative process.   
 
 

                                                         “America the Beautiful”  
                                                  NGC, Inc. Standard Flower Show 
                                                                       Awards    
                                                   (Submitted by Sharon Morman) 

 
Horticulture Awards:                                                              Arboreal Award:                               
Award of Merit:                                                                       Maureen McGowan, Class 60b Hydranges paniculata 
Dawn Rollenhagen, Class 20, Heliopsis 
Judy Olson, Class 32, Euphorbia marginata                       Award of Horticultural Excellence: 
Judy Olson, Class 38, Rosmarinus officianalis                    Sweepstakes Award 
Maureen McGowan, Class 43, Dahlia                                 Dawn Rollenhagen, the most blue ribbons in horticulture 
Sue Ann Hanson, Class 50, Canna 
 
Grower’s Choice Award:                                                       Tricolor Award: 
Julie Haselhuhn, Class 64, Haworthia attenuate              Gloria Merchant, Class 1, “Bright Lights, Big Cities” 
Julie Tews, Class 66, Coleus 
 
Design Awards:                                                                      Award of Distinction:                                                                   
Novice Award:                                                                        Sharon Morman, Class 4, “American Desert” 
Deb Tenant, Class 3, “Southern Charm” 
 
Award of Design Excellence:                                                Educational Top Exhibitor Award: 
Sharon Morman, Class 4, “American Desert”                    Sharon Morman, Exhibit 1, “Homegrown National Park” 
 
Botanical Arts- Photography Award:                                   Botanical Arts: Botanical Design Award: 
Linda Burns                                                                              Julie Tews, Class 3, Exploration—Freedom of Style 
 
People’s Choice Award: 
Julie Tews, Class 3, Exploration – Freedom of Style                 
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America The Beautiful Flower Show: 
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Flower Show (cont.): 

 

 
 
Some of the Top Ribbon Winners: 
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September:  The annual plant sale was held in September, but at a different location, as we were unable to have it  
In Rotary park, as previously scheduled.  Thanks to the generosity of the United Methodist Church, it was held there instead.  

 

Thank you to all the members within the Mason County Garden Club who made this happen: Marilyn Austin and Sue 

Joslin, co-chairs, their committee of Pat Bettin, Carol Campbell and Melinda Dougherty, helpers Roxy Antczak, Kevin 

Butterfield, Randee Smith, Gale Martin, Julie Haselhuhn (and others), and the many members' plant donations (Julie  

Tews, Sharon Morman, Sue Hanson to name only a few). 

 

We made a net profit of $1,133.00 from our plant sale. Thanks to so many of you for helping to make this sale such a 

success. If you know anyone at United Methodist Church, PLEASE thank them for letting us use their property - it truly 

was a lifesaver!   PLANT Sales = $1,104.75:  White Elephant =  $ 28.25. 
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September:  Fourteen  of our members attended the Michigan Garden Club’s District 5 fall conference. It was full of engaging 
speakers, a varied Silent Auction, vendors AND a Standard Flower Show.  Speakers were: Charles St. Charles – The Secret Lives  of 
Bluebirds:      Cheryl Gross – September in the Gardens:     Erin Whiting and Angie Bouma:  Flora in Coastal Dunes and Beaches. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

          
             Dorothy Sandoval                               Lisa Robinson                                                               Charles St. Charles        
 

                    

 
                                            Cheryl Gross                                                               Erin Whiting                                   Angie Bouman 
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“Mi Flora and Fauna” NGC Standard Flower Show! . Tthe Mason County Garden Club submitted horticulture and designs  
 to the show and our president, Sharon Morman, was one of the judges. Our members took home many blue ribbons,   as   
well as 2nd, 3rd, honorable mention AND an Award of Merit by Sue Joslin.    
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Garden Therapy:   The Garden Therapy committee meets every 2nd Thursday with residents of Ludington Woods.  Each month 
 the committee works on projects with the residents:  (Committee: Diane Davis, Deb Gundersen, Pat Gimbel.  (Not in picture,  
Betty Orton-Cochran). 

 

August:  We made flower arrangements in jars that we decoupaged with napkins.  
 

           
September:   Made fall placements. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Cups of Cheer:  Cups of Cheer are made each month to be distributed to Extended Care Facilities (Medilodge, Ludington 
Woods and Oakview)   The committee meets every 3rd Wednesday of the month at the Ludington Senior  
Center.  (Pictures submitted by Randee Smith). 
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September:    Field trip—Wine Tasting at Pere Marquette Winery: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

      In Memory of Glenna Paukstis 

                   1937 – 2025 

  Glenna Jane Paukstis (Van Der Meer) of Ashburn, VA (formerly of Grand Rapids, Birmingham, and Ludington, MI) passed 
away at her residence on May 18, 2025, after a long battle with progressive supranuclear palsy (psp). 

Upon moving to Ludington in 1997, Glenna became very involved with AAUW as well as Historic White Pine Village, where 
she volunteered with the Gardening Angels and was known as the "Leech Lady" at the Doctor's Office. Glenna and Chuck 
made a final move to Ashburn, Virginia in 2017 to be closer to Sarah and her family. 
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      How To Keep Your Mums Blooming Longer Than Ever This Fall – 3 Simple Secrets To Success! 

It’s hard to find a more popular plant for fall decorating than flowering mums – but wouldn’t it be great if you could keep them 
blooming just a bit longer throughout the Autumn season?  
 

  Mums, or “Chrysanthumums” as officially known, can certainly be pricey to purchase. And,  unfortunately, they seem to be getting               
more and more expensive as each year passes. 

 
 *Nothing says “Autumn” like beautiful, blooming chrysanthemums in full color!  

 
With that in mind, getting the most “bloom” for your buck is in the best interest of every gardener. So here is a look at 3 simple 
secrets for keeping your mums and their beautiful blooms around as long as possible this fall. 
 

3 Simple Secrets To Keep Mums Blooming Longer: 
 
Buy Smart At The Start: 
Getting the most from your mum plants starts at the checkout,  begins right at the time of purchase.  
 
 * Selecting mums that are already in full bloom will give you just a few weeks of color at home.                                                                                                           
 
Unfortunately, mums that are already showing their blooms are not the best choice for bringing home. In fact, if they are in full 
flowering mode, they most likely have less two weeks or less of prime color left. Now that might be just the ticket if you need them 
for an instant display. But if you want your mums to be around for a month or longer, you need to pass on those plants. Even partial 
blooming mums in stores should be avoided if at all possible. Instead, look for plants that are full of buds but have not yet flowered. 
And the tighter the bud – the better! 
 
*To get the most bloom for your buck, choose plants with compact, tightly wrapped buds.                 

     
Mums at this stage will not only last longer, they can be managed better by the next two secrets to extend their bloom period to 
the fullest. And don’t forget, when purchasing your mums, look for hardy mums that can be planted to enjoy year after year. 

Watering Mums: 

Now that you have chosen a mum with lasting power, success all comes down to giving it the best care possible. And that means 
keeping it watered well, and with the right method. The less humid and dry air of Autumn can quickly dry the soil in potted plants. 
Especially a plant that is using additional moisture to produce blooms. 

 * The less humid, drier conditions of  fall dry out plants quickly.                                                  

Mums require a consistent supply of water to keep their bloom cycle as long as possible. If they are allowed to dry out for extended 
periods by infrequent and inconsistent watering, it will greatly reduce their overall bloom cycle. Check the soil daily with the tip of 
your fingertips. If the soil is dry an inch or so down, it’s time to water. Most potted mums will require water at least once a day, even 
more if it is exceptionally hot. 
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How You Water Makes A Big Difference! 

As crazy as it sounds, how you water your mums also plays a huge role in how long the blooms will last too. And it all starts by never 
watering your mums from the top down. When the blooms of mums become saturated with water, it weakens and fades them 
quickly. In fact, it can cut a bloom’s life span in half! 

* When watering, water at the base of the plant and not through the buds or flowers on top.                          

Instead, water around the edges of pots and containers, or below the bloom line when watering with a hose. The important part is to 
keep the blooms from becoming saturated.  

     
      Location, Location, Location. 

   Where you display your mums will also impact their blooming life span. Mums can certainly handle full sun, but all of that heat and 
light greatly reduce their overall bloom cycle time. Choosing partial to mostly shady locations will make a big difference in how long 
your blooms stay strong. In fact, it can extend their healthy look by as much as a full two weeks or more!  

* Keeping plants in more shade than sun greatly extends the overall bloom life of the plant.                                      

 Although the plants need sun to develop buds, mums will still unfurl their blooms in indirect light. That is why porches, patios and  
even underneath the canopy of bushes and trees are all excellent choices. Not only do they keep the sun’s rays at bay, but they also 
protect the mums from hard rains as well. 
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I hope you have enjoyed this Fall  edition of “over the picket fence.”  Thank you to those of you who contributed articles for the    
newsletter..   Please continue to help me with  future newsletters by submitting ideas, articles, recipes and suggestions.  I want to 
 be able to continue with the newsletter, as I feel it is important to be able to communicate in this way and you can be a big part in 
helping me do so.  Stay safe and healthy and hope to see you soon.  Yours In Gardening….Diane D.  

 
 

                                         For More Information, Check Out:  
                                         MCGC: www.masoncountygardenclub.org  
                                         NGC: www.gardenclub.org  
                                         MGC: www.migardenclubs.org  

 
Also check us out on our Facebook Page at Mason County Garden Club 

 
 

                                                             Club Collect 
 

            Keep us,  O God, ever mindful of nature’s generous  
            bounty.  May we always bear in mind it is ours to  
            trust, to protect, to nurture and to enjoy. 

 
                                                                       Mrs. C.C. Caswell  
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